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Indian Agents. /ries, near enough to the settlements in the vicini- 
Philip Raiford, of Alabama, to be Indian Agent | ty of Salt Lake to obtain with facility such supplies 
for the Creek Indians. of subsistence and forage as they may afford. The 
Charles P. Babcock, of Michigan, to be Super-_ trading establishment at Fort Hail, on the upper 


; ~~~ | intendent of Indian Affairs at Detroit, Michigan. | waters of the Columbia river, has also been con- 
Tcrus.-—Four Dotuars per annum, in advance, sidered an advantageous position. The instruc- 


or if remitted before the expiration of the first month | tion to Brevet Major General Twiggs, comman- 


. ls : wv DD”? 
after the commencement of a volume ;—otherwise Five John C. Hays, of Texas, to be Indian Sub- | ding the Sixth Military Department, charge that 
Dollars will be charged. Three copies will be sent to . é 


Agent on the Rio Gila, New Mexico | Officer with giving the necessary directions upon 
: . J . 
one address upon the receipt of Ten Dollars, and 
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Appointments by the Secretary of the Interior. 








Pension Agents. 





Architect. 


, : Samuel C. Spencer, of Florida, to be Indian | the subject. 
seven Sonnet, Yes fps ie of sights ta q Sub-Agent for the Seminole Indians in Florica Il.— Fort Atkinson, being no longer required 
Subscribers may remit, al our risk, Sy mati; an William Hatten, of Tennessee, to be Indian! for military purposes, the garrison has already 
current bills, of sound banks, in any ‘of the Slates, 
Washington Barrow, of Tennessee, to be Indian | Fort Crawford, being also no longer required, 
a w= | Sub-Agent at Council Bluffs Sub Agency. ‘the commanding officer of the Sixth Department 
. — Adam Johnston, of Ohio, to be Indian Sub-Agent has been authorized to withdraw the companies 
National Affairs. 
such stations on the frontiers as he may judge ex- 
|pedient. The quarters and other public property 
BY THE PRESIDENT. James Swan, of Maryland, to be Pension Agent pertaining to the post will be disposed of by the 
Land Offices. Thomas Reed, of Vermont, to be Pension Agent | be ; 
Daniel Sigler, of Indiana, to be Register of the at Montpelier, Vermont. | lil.—Arricte 72 ‘“‘Reauiations ror THE Oxp- 
| John H. Peck, of Vermont, to be Pension Agent | NANCE DepartMent,” (the same as paragraph 
Samuel Brenton, of Indiana, to be Register of | at Burlington, Vermont, to which place the Pen- SOL, of “Generat ReGuiations ror THE Army,” 
the Land Office at Fort Wayne, Indiana. sion Agency heretofore at Poultney has been re- } edition of 1841,) is amended by substituting the 
John H. Thompson, of Indiana, to be Receiver | moved. | following : 
Noel Smallwood, of Indiana, to be Receiver of | Cincinnati, Ohio. of each description may, if the state of the public 
Public Moneys at Fort Wayne, Indiana. supplies will permit, be issued to any officer of 
David E. Moore, of Alabama, to be Receiver of | _the army for his own use, and no other’s, on his 
Benjamin 2. Putnam, of Florida, to be Surveyor | Architect of the erection of the wings of the Pa- | officer. by order: 
General of the Public Lands in Florida. | tent Office Building. R. JONES, Adjutant Generai. 
Smallwood Noel, of Indiana, to be Receiver of | Ra ei RE | tne 
Public Moneys at Fort Wayne, Indiana, and not | W 
Noel Smallwood, as published on the 9th inst. | pahoiataatine Olle 
John Dade, of Missouri, to be Register of the | Ree PI we Tee ATTINELL, me —_ | No. 21, ) Washington, April 3. 1849. 
appointed by the Sicilian Government, its Consu The President directs that -eo°much 1: Bite 
Horace Mower, of Michigan, to be Receiver of | to the United States. Signor A. has been a po- | sae he met — 
oe ali | . ,| Unites Departments Eight and Nine, (Texas and 
~ | 6 r 7 nr , . , 
F Tr Fir nfo am es} + ges “ah caret, from that Government to the United | New Mexico.) under one commander, be and the 
gdp oe erage es wei tk = /same is hereby rescinded. ‘The command of the 
Francis P. Catlin, of Wisconsin, to be Register | = A MB ee 
tively on the two senior officers on duty in each 
John G. Floyd, of lowa, to be Receiver of Pub- | | . 2s ; ; 
, : . according to the provis ‘** General C — 
lic Moneys at Willow River, Wisconsin. War DeparTMENT, ording to the provisions of eneral Orders, 


i Sub-Agent at the Upper Missouri Sub-Agency. | been withdrawn. 
will be accepted in payment. 
on the Sacramento and San Joachim rivers. /composing the garrison, and to assign them to 
CIVIL APPOINTMENTS, 
at Baltimore, Maryland, responsible departments of the Staff. 
Land Office at Winamac, Indiana. 
of Public Moneys at Indianapolis, Indiana. | James Hall, of Ohio, to be Pension Agent at| One complete set of arms and accoutrements 
Public Moneys at Demopolis, Alabama. | Robert Mills, of the District of Columbia, to be | payment of the cost price thereof to the issuing 
| 
DIPLOMATIC, General Orders, } 
Land Office at Springfield, Missouri. 
4 po a aie a “ag” ‘ral Orders,” No 58, d: 7, 1848, a: 
Public Moneys at Kalamazoo, Michigan. litical exile from Sicily since 1821. This is the 1 LE EE EG CS ROT Tia 2 
' “sey two Milits ill de spec- 
of the Land Office at Willow River, Wisconsin. | ARMY. |two Military Departments will devolve respec 
Act inte iat wattle No. 49, of 1848. 
John H. Kinzie, of Illinois, to be Receiver of | Adjutant General's Office, — | No. 49, of 1848 


General Orders, 


No. 19. Washington, Mar. 30, 1849.| The Headquarters of Department No. 8 will 


I. To carry out the provisions of the sixth sec- be established at San Antonio; and the Head- 
; rovisions es , ./@ a 
tion of the act of May 19, 1846, relative to esta- quarters 'os poy ae J at Santa Fe. 
blishing military posts on the Oregon route, and | j 4 Bona adit. General 
to afford protection to the numerous emigrants to | ; er 
that country and California, the first station has| [73> Lieutenant Updegraff arrived at Fort 
aol already been establisned, ETE of the | Smith on the 20th March from Fort Towson with 
ny vanR. Secretary of War of June |, 1847, on the Platte | a detachment of U.S. Fifth Infantry, intended as 
“ P “ T° u r « WD. c ’ 7 
Goonge Litile, of North Carolina, to be United river, near Grand Island, and is known as Fort an escort to the California emigrants as far as 
States Marshal for the district of North Carolina. | Kearny. The garrison of this post will be one! Santa Fe. 


_ Champion J. Hutchinson, of Wisconsin, to be | company First Dragoons and two companies Sixth pe ; . 
United States Marshal for the district of Wiscon- | Infantry, to be designated by the Commander of 3L >> Captain R. B Marcy, of the Fifth Infan- 


sin. | the Department. ‘try, has been entrusted by General Arbuckle with 
Samuel Barr, of Delaware, to be United States Under the same instructions of the Secretary the command of the Government expedition to 
Marshal for the district of Delaware. of War, it now becomes necessary to establish | C4lifornia. 


Altorneys. | the second station at or near Fort Laramie, a tra- | 
Bowen Sweitzer, of Pennsylvania, to be United | ding station belonging to the American Fur Com- | Vy 

States Attorney for the Western district of Penn- | pany. The garrison of this post will be two sence) states, on the authority of Gen Woon him- 

sylvania. companies of the Regiment of Mounted Riflemen, | self, that the facts set forth in the subjoined ar- 


Stephen Whicher, of Iowa, to be United States | to be halted on the route, and one eompany Sixth ticle ¢c pied frow a Western paper, are true : 


Attorney for the district of Lowa. Infantry. . — “© Union” of Febr 98. 
Feter Bhamtinen of Alabama, to be United States| In the further fulfilment of the requirements of | syem the (ovens rast y' 7 hat . 
Attorney for the Southern district of Alabama. | the act of May 19, 1846, the march of the Rifle | A gentleman, late an officer of Gen, Taylor's 


. so fi 1 allached to Gen. Wool’s headquarters 

Regiment to Oregon during the ensuing season is | “*™Y+ auc mr - 
lout the proper occasion for establishing a J eden ony ns shinee d Ney fiat, J fe 

Ignatius Mudd, of the District of Columbia, to | third post on the route to and through that Ter- |CWPa {on M 7. 


ep “ae oor as i. , , ' ! land who was the confidant ot Gen. Wool in tis 
ve Commissioner of Public Buildings. ritory. From the best information on tne subject, | jyplic and personal atfairs, informs us that the 


Warden. | it is supposed the most eligible point for this third | charge agaiust that gallant officer of attempting 
Thomas Fitnam, of the District of Columbia, to | station in the Northwestern chain of posts may | to appropriate honors to himself waoich of right 
be Warden of the Penitentiary. ibe found somewhere on Bear river or its tributa- ‘ belonged to Gen. Taylor, is most unjust: thal the 


Public Moneys at Chicago, Illinois. 
Robert Griffiths, of Missouri, to be Receiver of 
Public Moneys at Palmyra, Missouri. 
Marshals. 


Alexander Irvine, of Pennsylvania, to be United | 
States Marshal for the Western district of Penn- 











Gen. Woot Justireo.—The National Intelli- 








Commissioner of Public Buildings. 
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private as well as public correspondence of Gen. 
Wool, if published, would most triumphantly 
vindicate him from this charge: that his conver- 
sation uniformly exhibited a devotion to his great 
compatriot iu arms seldom felt by ore officer to- 
wards another, where both had rendered their 
names so illustrious upon the same bloody field. 
Gen. Wool, in his report, in his public and pri- 
vate letters, and by his conversation, has given 
Gen. Taylor all the credit that a General could 
possibly receive for his gallantry at Buena Vista. 
There was glory enough for all, generals, subor- 
dinates and privates. So let no assassin hand at- 
tempt to sever a friendship contracted upon the 
bloody battle-field, and ended in an embrace in 
the presence of our victorious army, under 
their shouts of victory. Let them be brothers in 
peace as they were brothers in war, Wool felt 
no jeslousy of Taylor; no selfi-h feeling was 
permitted to intrude the bosom of the patriot. 
He has no political aspirations, and 1s now satis- 
fied to retire in the halo of glory which surrounds 
his name. 

The Covington Union annexes several articles 
from the Richmond Republican, ihe New York 
Evening Post, and other journals, all proving in 
the most imcontestible manner that General 
Woot never for an instant attempted to disparage 
the services rendered by Zacuary TAYLOR; or 
to dim the halo of glory which environs the name 
of the warrior of Buena Vista. 


—— ~@e-—--—-- 
NAVY. 


33> Commanper Irvine Suvusrick, of the U. 
S. Navy, died suddenly at Wilmington, Del., on 
Sth inst. He was a most meritorious officer; a 
native of South Carolina, and had been thirty- 
three years in service. He served under Decatur 
in the war with England, and was also in the 
Guerriere in the Algerine action,in 1816. He 
commanded the expedition of sailors and marines 
in the capture of Quallah Battoo, in 1832, and 
has since been engaged in various cruises. 


Navat Unirorm.—The Secretary of the Navy 


has published a regulation addressed to the boats- | 


wains, gunners, carpenters, and sailmakers of the 
Navy, that they will wear on each side of the 
coat-collar a large navy button, on the back part 
of a blind button-hold, three inches long, worked 
with black twist. 

The above-named offieers will also wear ronnd 
their caps a band of navy gold lace, one inch 
and a quarter wide. 


iL>> The U. S. steamship, Mississippi, which 
has been undergoing repairs at the dry-dock in 
Portsmouth (Virginia), for the last six months, 
has been taken out and hauled to the wharf. She 
will probably be sent to the Mediterranean to re- 
lieve the Princeton. 


3 >” The U. S. sloop-of-war, Atzany, Com- 
mander Randolph, sailed from Ponce, P. R., 7th 
ult., for St. Domingo and Pensacola. 


iL} The U. S. schooner, Fiirt, Commander 
Sims, was at Laguna, on the 7th ult. 


iL> The U.S. sloop-of-war, ALpany, touched 
at St. Domingo City, previous to 13th ult., and 
left for leeward ports. 


3L= The U. S. brig, Porpotse, Commander 
Gordon, was at Teneriffe, Feb. 22—all well. 


EE OO eee 








In reply to a question from Mc. Dickinson, Mr. 
Rusk thought that though General Shields might 
not wish to interfere wath the actisn of the Se- 
nate, a postponement would not be unacceptable 
to him, nor would avy injury be dene to any oue 
by such postponement. 

Mr. Alchison could see no reason for a post- 
ponement, unless it was probable that additional 
testimony could be procured to establish Gen. 
Shields’ eligibility. If that be declared, he was 
ready to vote for a postponement—not otherwise. 

Mr. Shields. I take the liberty of stating, that 
what | intended when I offered to present a com- | 
munication to the committee was this: that I] 
would never return to this body to subject my- 
self to the annoyances to which 1 have been sub- 
jected since | entered the body, unless | could 
return with the most incontestible proof of my 
eligibility ; and af 1 could not bring that proof, 
to resign at my own time, and in my own way, 
and if J return at all, return with a new appoint- 
ment. Such were the motives which actuated 
me when I presented, or attempted to present, a 
communication to the honurable committee who 
had this matter in charge. As that communica- 
tion failed to reach the committee by the acci- 
dent of the messenger, and as the report as it 
now stands is adverse to me, | felt, as 1 Said yes. 
lerday, that I should make no further effort to 
oppose the action of the Senate. At that time, 
sir, l felt that ] should derive some advantage 
from a postponement, to give me an opportunity 
to seek for testimony; and if | failed to procure 
undisputable testimony, | could then send my re- 
sizgnation to the Governor, and return with his 
appointment; or, waiting for the action of my 
legislature, return agaim as a Senator by their 
suffrage. 

Mr. Seward, of New York, rose to offer an 
amendment, in conformily with the suggestion 
of the Senator from Massachusetts. It was mere- 
ly to deciare that “ the Senator from I[ilinois is 
not eligible to a seat in this body.”? A posipone- 
ment smoplied, he said, that a different case might 
be presented at the next session. He agreed 
with the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. 4lchison,) 

















Senate of United States. 
Wednesday, March 14, 1849. 

Case of General Shields —The consideration of 
the report of the select committee relative to the 
eligibility of the Hon. James Shields to a seat in 
the Senate, was resumed, the quesiion pending 
being upon the motion of Mr. Foole to pus! pone 
the further consideration of the subject until the 
first Monday in December next. 

_ Mr. Webster rose and stated that he had heard 
it suggested that the resolution might be render- 


e! generally acceptable to Senators, by the addi- 
tion of a word or two in sowe degree ex plenatory 


of the principle upon which it proceeded; aud | 


Suggested the propriety of a withdrawal of the 
motion tO postpone witha view to such modifica- 
tion by the committee. 

‘The withdrawal not being made, the question 
was stated on the motion to postpone. 


thatthe case would not be changed, unless it 
could be shown that Gen. Shielus had beeo nine 


| years a citizen of the United States at the time 


of his election. Those only could consistently 
vole for the postponement, he conceived, who 
believe that nine years citizenship is not necessa- 
ry to render a person eligible for an election. 

Mr. Douglass did understand his colleague to 
say that he hoped to oblain testimony incontesti- 
bie, and thatal he failed he shoulu never again 
trouvle the Senate unless he came here under a 
new certificate of election. 

Mr. Seward held it to be the duty of the Senate 
to meet the question directly and promptly. If 
it could not be stated that there was a probabili- 
ty of establishing the fact of eligibility, he could 
not conseut to a postponement, bul if it could be, 
he would do so as a matter of courtesy. 

Mr. Foote understood that Gen. Shields be- 
lieved that he would have 1 in his power to show 
inaccuracy in the record, in regard to his natu- 
ralization. ' 

Mr. Webster said the course was a plain one, 
and the only one consistent with the dignity 
of the Senate, the rights of General Shields, 
and,the respect due to ihe State and Legislature 
—asnd mw using the word respect, he meant more 
than mere courtesy. He conceived it extraordi- 
nary that the colleague of General Shields should 
argue this question as if the Jatter desired a post- 
pinement, when he had expressed no such wish. 

Mr. Douglas replied that the Senatcr from 
Massachussetts was mistaken. His course had 
been intluenced solely by what he deemed his 
duly to his own Siate. He had taken this 
course, because, from what he had known ol 
the state of things in that State, he firmly be- 
lieved that General Siields was eligible, and 
that his eligibility could be proved, if this mat- 
ter should ve postponed until next December. 





Mr. Webster said: ‘I'he Senator desires a post- 
pouement, although the party most interested 
does not deem it to be useful to him, or he does 
not wish it, 

Mr. Foote remarked that if he had not had at 
least the passive sanction of General Shields he 
should have said nothing in favor of a postpone- 
ment. 


tleman frow Iilinvis did nut ask a postponement, 
he did not desire it. It was clear, from the 
testimony, that he had not been a citizen nine 





years—his election was therefore yoid—he was 


‘nator. 


Mr. Webster took it for granted that if the gen- | 


= — =e. 
not qualified to discharge the functions of a ge. 
He had suggested nothing to show that 
his father had. been naturalized during his (Gen. 
S.’s) minority. The course of the Senate, there. 
fore, was plain as a turnpike road. Because 
there was no opposition from the State, esig. 
blished nothing. If every citizen of Tilinois were 
here, and desired it, they could not secure 
him :n his seat. The question had been raised, 
and it was the duty of the Senate to decide jt 
within a reasonable time, that the State of |i). 
nois may know precisely how to act. That was 
the kind of respect due to her, and he hoped 
they would take this course at once, though he 
was as ready as any man to show Courtesy to, 
member. And he was willing to consent to any 
explanatory amendment of the resolution, de. 
claring merely that ** the gentleman from ili. 
nois was not qualified to enter upon the duties of 
Senator on the 4th of March.” 

Mr. Hale was opposed to postponement unless 
General Shields or some friend of his would say 
explicitly that he expects to obtain testimony 
which will alter the case. Uutil there was 
some such averment, to vole al once was the 
plainest duty of the Senate. He did not concur, 
however, ina remark of the Senator from New 
York, (Mr. Seward,) that **he had as little re- 
spect for this provision of the Constitution as 
any in it.” He had more respect for it than al- 
must any other, because it was about the only 
provision upon which the heel of aggression lad 
not been placed. 

Mr. Calhoun. 1 hold that nothing is more cer- 
tain thaw thatif General Shields 1s not now a 
Senator of the Uuited States, he never can be. 
come such by postponement. ‘Tne Constitution 
is explicit in requiring that oo person shall be a 
Senator unless he hus been nine years a citizen 
of tne United States. If, then, he is not a Sena- 
lor now, there is a vacancy, tor lilinois would 
have but one vole here, and that vacancy must 
be filled according to law. That he is nota Se- 
nator is clear, because he cannot periorm one 
duty belonging to the Senatocial office unless he 
has been naturalized nine years previous to the 
commencement of his Senatunalterm. Think- 
ing thus, I deem it due to the State of Miinvis 
that the question should b: now settled, unless 
General Shields shall allege that he has evi- 
dence which wall in all probability be satislac- 
tory to the Senate that the term of bine years 
had expired betore the 4th of March. If such 
au allegation shall be made by General Shields, 
it will be the duty of the Seualte to postpone it, 
but not otherwise. No such allegation having 
been made, in my Opinion, as things now stand, 
it is the duty ot the Senate to decide this ques- 
tion now. It is a duty which we owe bo the 
State of Illinois. J undersiand the Legislature 
of Iilmois will not be in session until January 
twelve months. if, then, the decision of the Se- 
uate shall be adverse to General Shields, itis 
due tothe people of Illinois that they should 
know it in due time, that they may elect a Scna- 
tor to take the vacant seat on the first Moaday 
in December next. In the next place, } hold 
that it is due to General Shields himself, be- 
cause in so clear a case as this be would gain by 
pursuing the course which he indicated in his 
speech yesterday, and he would lose by the 
course which his friends seem anxious to maln- 
tam. For these reasons, unless Generaj Shieids 
will make an allegation such as | wave indicated, 
I shall feel bound tu vote in favor of the resolu- 
lion properly amended. 

And now, sir, i come to a point of some little 
importance ; and it is, that the question here W- 
volved should be clearly settled, aot only for the 
present, but for all future time. My opinion Is 
that the resolution 1s not entirely correct. It 
would seem to conclude that all cases of election 
are vuid unless nine years shall have expires ou 
the day of the election. IL ihink thatis not ac- 
cording to the Constitution. My opinion is, thal, 
if the nine years are consummated previous lv 
the 4th of Murch, the election is good, and 1s 
not void. | propose, therefore, to add to the re- 
solution the foliowing words: * at the com- 
mencement of the term for which he was elec- 
ted.” 

Mr. Shields rose and said, that as his friend 
from Mississippi (Mr. Foote) had moved the 
postponement without cousuiting him, he must 
uow appeal to him to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. Foote. With pleasure, at the request 0 
the honourable Senator. 

The postponement, General Shields said, he 





found was likely to subject him to misconstruc- 
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4 Resolved, That the election of James Shields to 









NILES NATIONAL REGISTER 

















tion, 


ce jt. : } 
e| would now tender his resignation. 


Mr. Hale called for the reading of the paper 


presented. 


‘a Mr. Webster said it could not be read at pre- 


sent. He then moved to amend the resolution 
pending by adding the words suggested by the 
Senator from South Carolina, so that the resolu- 
tion would read, as follows :— 





be a senator of the United States was void, he 
not having been a citizen of the United States the 
term of years required as a qualification to be a 
senator of the United Siates, at the commence- 
ment of the term for which he was elected. 
Mr. Cass moved to jay the resolution on the 
table. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and the ques- 
tion being taken, resulted as follows :— 


Yeas —Messrs. Bradbury. Cass, Dickinson, Doug- 
lis. Downs, Fitzpatrick, Foote, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, 
- Rusk, Soule, Sturgeon, Turney, and Yulee. —-15. 

Nays.—Messrs. Atchison. Budger, Baldwin, 

Bull. Berrien, Borland, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, 
Chase, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, 
| Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Felch, Greene, Hunter, 

Mangum, Mason, Miller, Morton, Morris, Pearce. 

Phelps, Seward, Smith, Spruance, Underwood, Up- 

i Wales, Walker, Webster, and Whitco:nb.— 
34. 

-. the motion to lay on the table was nega- 
tived. 

The question recurred on the amendment to 
the resolution, 

_ Mr. Foote rose and said that the amendment 
asserts a legal proposition which could not be 
maintained here, or maintained any where else. 
The Senate, after debate bad accorded to Gen. 

_ Shields the seat of honor ; and it will be con- 
sirued as an insult to Illinois now to dispose of 
the case in this way. Did Senators wish to add 
disgrace to persecution?—to create prejudice 
agaist an unfortunate man? ‘To declare that 
lis seat will be always vacant, was unnecessary. 
Jtwas sufficient to say that it is Now vacant— 
thal he is at the PRESENT TIME INELIGIBLE. 

Mr. Walker subswitted a modification of the re 
solution, so that it should read, subsiantially, 
“that uot having been a citizen nine years on 
eee of March, 1849, he is therefore ineligi- 
id, 

Mr Douglass was opposed to any disposition of 
te case in the way now proposed—to say to 
the State of Illinois that she shall be disiran- 

_ Cclised for the next two years, unless she would 

_ €0lo the trouble and expense of an extra ses- 

| sion. if he was permitted to resign, then a case 
would have occurred in which the governor could 

- Colstitutionally fill the vacancy. 

_ Me. Hale moved a postponent until to-morrow, 

_ 40d Was in favor of allowiug Gen. Shields to re- 

‘6, and not to go home with the brand of the 

_ Schule upon him—without being forcibly eject 

- d. By postponent till to-morrow, they would 

| be better able to determine which was the best 

“Pourse, 

_ Mr. Webster. A single word, and { will pro- 

= not to trouble the Senate further. It is to 

 #*press the opinion, that the Senator from Iili- 

: _ [Mr. Dougtass] does his triend and the State 

_ SetVice, by the course he recommends. Is it 

Pet obvious, that if an executive appointment 

Bia’ be made in the recess, there must be a 

3 meen arising whether there was a vacancy? 

: . an has wo seat, how can he resign his seat? 
* . election was vuid, there can be no election, 
:., flee Vacancy ; the question cannot be blinked 
tees way. ‘I'he Senator seems to see his way 
* he this matter, which I do not see atall. J 
; wh: , Opinion, however the question may be 
& e that the question must be hereafter, 
y ‘clher there was a vacancy when this resigna- 
Boa, sO Called, was tendered to the Senate. 

Mr, Douglass. I will state to the Senator from 

Wy peg (Mr. Webster,] with all respect, 

* reeaneee for myself whether my course 

prey ered my State any service or not, But 

a S hol seem to me that it requires argument 

e “Vince the Senate that to deprive her of the 

oy°Wer of representation for two years is doing 

PCr HO service. 


Me. Webster. How does it deprive her of that 
er 
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Mr. Douglas. Because you propose to make a 

BeCision, unnecessarily, that shail deprive the 
$ pretwer of the power of filling the vacancy. 

mv. Webster. Wedo not interfere with that. 





and therefore requested the withdrawal of 
With the permission of the. Senate, he 


Nir. Douglass. Yes, sir; the proposition is to 
declare the election void. I maintain that under 
the constitution you have not a right to declare it 
void. Thatis the question still pending before 
you. You have not a right to say that the elee- 
tion was void. It may have been voidable. The 
election is voidable, accurding to the facts shown 
by the Committee. 

But, sir, if you had not raised the objection, 
and he had held his seat for six years, would you 
have said that every vole he gave was void? 
Clearly not. The votes would have been valid. 
His acts would have been valid. The votes he 
has given are valid. Everything he has done 
here is as valid as the acis of any other Senator, 
Why, sir, if the election was void, these acts 
would be void, too. | undertake to say that the 
election was not void, it was voidable—would 
become void—his seat would become vacant, 
when you so declare it. It is filied, and legally 
filled, until you so declare it; so far legal as to 
make his acis valid acts. Aud now, sir, to go on 
and declare that it was void, is to be dune with 
the known view of the resull, that you are to dis- 
franchise the State. If you simply declare the 
se.t vacant, the governor can appoint. If you 
permit a resignation, then (he governor can ap- 
point; and why, then, is it necessary lo go on, 
and do an act which vou know the Constitution 
does not require you todo? _Why is it necessary 
'o leave the impression that I am doing my State 
no service. 

Mr. Webster here stated that he had not inti- 
mated such a thing—thal the Scnator had misun- 
derstood him. 

Mr. Berrien. I desire to acquit myself of the 
imputation of acting with any disrespect to the 
State of Illinois, and certainly with any want of 
cuurlesy to the gentleman whose seat is the sub- 
Ject of controversy here. Nor do | consider my- 
self as acting on this question with a view to the 
vindication of the privileges of the Senate. 
have simply engaged in performing a duty which, 
as Senators, we owe to the Constitution of the 
United States; and it seems to me that we mani 
fest the must perfect respect for the State of Ilii- 
nois by vindicating the principles of that Consti- | 
tution which she, with the other States of this) 
Union, has ordained in the government of this 
country. Now, sir, it seems to me that the ind:- 
calions are very clear chat the opinion of the 
majority of the Senate is, that this election was 
absulutely void at the time when it was made, il 
for no olher cause, because the individual elecied 
wus bot qualified to take his seat on the 4th day 
of March instaut—on the day when, by the Cou 
stitution, his Senatorial term was to Commence. 
Deeming that to be the opinion of the Senate, 1 
ask if any action of this Senate can change the 
consequences which must result from that? The 
Senator from Illinois seeks to discharge the duly 
which he peculiarly owes to his State. Sir, we 
all owe a Ike duty to the State of Illinois and 
every other Siale in the Union; but he mistakes, 
in hy apprehension, in supposing that any action 
of this Senate, either by accepting or relusing lo 
accept the resignation—by passing or refusing to 
pass this resulution—can affect the right of the 
State of Iilinois ; and the only question is Whether 
the right shall be exercised by the constitutional 
authorities to appoint or elect a Senator. Now, | 
sir, as lo the question proposed by the Senator, | 
which is considered so periectly unanswerable. 
If this election were void, the office has never 
been filled since the expiration of the Jast senato- 
rial term. The vacancy will have pre-existed 
the adjournment of the legislature. It inust con- 
tinue lo exist, because dependent upon the inier- 
pretation of the Constitution, and wholly inde- 
pendent of any action of o.rs. The result ts 
unquestionably inconvenient to the State of Lili- 
nois. The governor cannot appoint, nor can we 
enable him to appoint by any action of ours; for 
if we accept this resignation, and wave the pas- 
sage uf this resolutiun, when the goveruor of 
liiinois shall exercise the power of appointing, 
precisely the same question would occur whet 
ihe individual appointed should take his seat 
here. ‘The question would be whether there was 
a vacancy occurring belore or alter the adjourn- 
ment of the legislature, and if the election was 
originally void; and if not, whether it became 
void by any action of ours. ‘Tuat question must 
be met whenever an execulive appointment shall 
be made, to vccupy the place of the Senator from 
lilinois upon this oor. 

A distinction has been taken between what is 
denominated void, and voidable. It is said that 
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& ‘© Vacancy does not depend upon our decision. 


this election was not void, Dut is only voidable 
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by the action of the Senate; that the voles which 
have been given by this gentleman while occupy- 
ing the seat here—which place he bas occupied 
by courtesy—are valid voles; and, in Consequence, 
that this election, though criginally valid, being 
voidable, is to be voided by the action of the Se- 
nate. Mr. President, | imagine that such a pro- 
position, when deliberately presented to the Se- 
nate, would not meet with its favor. What, is it 
that the constitutional provision in tegard to the 
qualification of a Senator depends for its enforce 
ment upon the acquiescence or objection of any 
dividual? What 1s that proposition? That 
this gevtleman, elected without the qualifications 
which the Constitution requires, if we had folded 
our arms and closed our lips, might have taken 
his seat here, and have become a constitutional 
Senator, in violation of an explicit provision of 
the Constitutition. Sir, dves the Constitution de- 
pend for its enforcewent or ity execulion upon 
ithe silence or activily of individuals? Can we 
change its principles? If we had remained si- 
lent—if this gentieman had taken his seat, and 
acted during the present session—if al any subse- 
quent time this question had been brought belore 
the Senate, wouid it not have been the incumbent 
duty of Senators to have regarded the supreme 
law, and not the action of their compeers, tn the 
interpretation of it by the silence of any Scuator 
in this body. If he is not qualified, can any ace 
quiescence on our part impart io bim that quall- 
fication? Can the Cunstitution be interpreted by 
our action? Can we give to the governor of 
lilincis a power which the Constitution does not 
confer upon him? It is said by the honorable 
Senator that, inasmuch as the Constitution pro- 
vides that the meeting of Congress shall be on 
jae first Monday of December, and not on the 














pew of March-—as it has met in consequence of an 


extraordinary call by the President of the United 
Siales—ibe requisition of the Constitution 1s sa- 


We | tistied, if he is competent to take his seat on the 


first Monday of December. Although the Con- 
Slilulion provides that the meeting of Congress 
shall be on the first Monday to December unless 
otherwise provided vy law, dues vot that same 
Constitution provide that the President of the 
United States shall have the power, in ex(raor~ 
dinary cases, tu assemble both or either of the 
houses of Congress? The seoatorial term is 
fixed for a period of six years. The credentials 
show that they run for six years from the 4ih of 
March. Is it pot necessary, in order to comply 
with the provisions uf the Constitution, to enavie 
the State of Illinois to be represented at the ex- 
tra session which the President may deem it ne- 
cessary to call, that be must be qualified not only 
lo take his seat on the frst Monday ot December, 
bul upon any anterior day whea the President of 
the United States may call such a session? Se- 
condly, as the term of his predecessor expired 
on the 3d day of March last, unless the Constitu- 
tion contemplated that a State should be unre- 
presented, the succeeding term would commence 
on the 4th of March; and when the election is 
made by the legislature, the credentiais of the 
party elected attest the fact that he is to take his 
Sealtin the Senate of the United Siates tur six 
years from the 4in day of March. ‘Tatts re- 
presented in the present case. Now, clearly, if 
this yentieman is not qualified on the 41h cay of 
March, when, by the terms of the credentials, he 


ishould take his seat in the bouy, is it possible 


that any action of ours can change the existing 
state of things? It he is not qualified on thac 
day, the office rendered vacant by the expiration 
of the lerm continues vacant. It continues va- 
cant, aod no action of ours can change that slate 
of things arising from the application of the prin- 
ciples of the Constitution to the circums‘auces 
ol the case, 1 desire, sir, to say, in the course | 
pursue on this occasion, that | am fulfilling merely 
what | consider constitutional duty, not vindical- 
ing the privileges of the Senate, and certainly 
Hot desirous of showing any disrespect to the 
State of lilinois or to the Senator himscil, be- 
heving that S.ate is as much interested as any 
olher State, in the enforcement of the principles 
of the Constitution. So far from any desire to 
mavifest discourtesy towards the gentleman, if L 
could have had such a feeling anterior to his ex- 
planation yesterday, 1 should have no such feel- 
lug now. 

Mr. Douglass. Allow me to say afew words in 
reply to my iriend from Georgia; because the 
question is now narrowed down to whether the 
governor of Illinois can have the power to fill 
this vacancy or not. ILihink thatthe Senator 
from Georgia will, upon reflection, be convinced 
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that he is in error in supposing that this was ac- 
tually void at the time that it took place. And 
if l can get the allention of the Senate, | think | 
can bring them at least to pause before they pass 
that resolution. This election took place in 
January. Now, could the legislature of Illinois, 
in the month of February, have elected another 
Senator to take the place of Judge Breese, whose 
term would expire on the 4th of March, after 
having elected Judge Shields? Could they have 
proceeded to elect another Senator, until Judge 
Shields had resigned, or until his seat was de 
clared vacant? In other words, General Shields 
having been elected by the legislature as the suc- 
cessor of Judge Breese, and his credentials hav- 
ing been furnished to him, could that legislature 
have proceeded to elect another Senator to fill 
the same vacancy? | apprehend, sir, that .t 
could not be done. The vacancy was so far fill- 
ed as to preclude the legislature of Lilinois from 
going into another election, until the judgment ot 
the Senate could be had upon the question. The 
seat had been filled. ‘Ihe man had been elected. 
The credentials had been furnished; and the cre- 
denials were of such acharacter that this Senate 
were compelled, by their convictions of what 
was due to the Constitution, to receive the person 
elecied into this body. Could the legislature of 
ilinois now, without any resignation of General 
Shields, or without any act of this body, declare 
the seat vacant, and proceed to fill the vacancy 
by another election? Lapprehend not, sir. ‘That 
Jegislature was stopped from making another 
election until the decision of the Senate was had 
upon the validity of that which had been made. 
The Constitution of the United States provides 
that a State may elect a Senator; and when elec- 
ted, the Senate of the United States is to be the 
judge of his qualifications. ‘The State has done 
its duty. it tas done all it could do. Its power 
has been exhausted. It was stopped from an- 
other election until a decision of the Senate, un- 
der the Constitution, had been had. ‘The office 
of Senator was filled—is filled up to the period 
of the resignation—and all the decisions .of this 
body to the contrary cannot change that fact. It 
is the action of this body, then, that creates the 
vacancy. ‘The vacancy musttake place upou the 
date of the aclion of this body, or the date of re- 
Signation. ‘hen, and vot till then, can the 5 ate 
O1 Jilinois fill the vacancy; for if it be the case, 
Sir, thal no vacancy exists until this body decides 
this question—this body being entrusted by the 
Constitution with the decision of that question— 
how can it be said thatthe election was void, and 
that there has been no Sevator here ?—that no 
election has been had? [ apprehend that it can- 
not be said under the Constitution. | apprehend 
that the office of Senator from I\linois has been 
filled trom the 4th of March until the present 
lime; but it has been filled by a person who 
could be ousted. [thas been filled im legal form 


by the action of the legislature. But the trivu- | 


nal Constituted the judge of eligibility may this 
day vacate the seal; and, in that case, irom this 
day the vacancy takes place, and nol trom the 
hourth day of March. 

And, sir, 1 will call the attention of the Sena- 
tor trom Georgia to another argument—to the 
question | put when last up, whether, he baving 
voied, his voles were not legal—were not valid? 
( Phe Seuator shakes his head.) | tell that Senator 
—and it is with great delerence | tell bim a legal 


proposition—l] teil him that it has been the uur | 


versal decision that the act of a de facto member 
was valid. | can show you acts of Congress 
which were passed al the last session by tne Cast- 
ing vole ol a silting Member, whvise seat was 
alterwards vacated. I can show youa long list 
of acts of this governwent—laws of the Loited 
States—which have been enacted by the casting 
vole of a silting member, Whose seal was alter- 
wards vacaled. ‘Ihose voles were valid. ‘hose 
acts of Congress were valid. ‘They are all laws 
ol the laud vow. ‘Then, sir, if 1 am right in the 
position that the voles given by Gen. Snields are 
valid, upon the principle uf former votes given 
by silting members whose seais were allerwards 
vacaled, shali 1 be told that the seat tas been va- 
cantalithe time? If so, you must go back and 
expunge all (he laws ou your statute-buvks, pas- 
sed in such a mauper. I insist, therefore, that 
the seat has not been vacant. It has been filled 
constitutionally. Ii you shall now deciare it va- 
cant, then coumeuces the vacancy, and not til 
then, The govercor of Illinois has a right to 
fill that vacancy, being one which has occurred 
during a recess of the legisiature. 

Mr. Berrien said: | will answer the inquiries 





propounded to me by the Senator from Illinois. 
His first question was, as | understand, whether, 
an election having taken place in January, the 
legislature could proceed to a second election in 
February? | answer, unquestionably yes, if we 
are right in the belief that the election in January 
was void; because the legislature had selected 
an individual who could not constitutionally take 
his seat in this body, and therefore it was as if 
the thing had not occurred ; and notwithstanding 
the credentials by the governor, they might have 
proceeded toa second election, when the governor 
would issue new credentials. Both parties 
would have appeared here, and the Senate 
would have exercised a constitutional authority 
and judge between the two acts of the legisla- 
ture. 

Then there is another question. The question, 
I believe, is whether they could proceed to an 
elec.ion anterior to a decision by this body? =~ 

Mr- Douglass. No, sir. That 13 included in 
the former answer. ‘Tbe second question is this: 
Whether, if the claimant is found ineligible, and 
the seat is vacated subsequently, his acis are 
also void; and if so, whether acts of Congress 
passed by the votes of that silting member are 
valid, which they cannot be if the position is 
correct that there was a vacancy all the time. 

Mr. Berrien. The general principle, as | un- 
derstand it, upon that subject, is that the act of 
ade facto member cannot invalidate the act of 
the body, although that act, considered in itself, 
is invalid. In the examples which the Senator 
from. Illinois speaks of in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, the subject of controversy wus the 
fact of election, aud not of the qualification of 
the individual. 

Mr. Douglass. In some cases, in others it was 
upon the puint of alienage. In some cases upon 
the alienage, and in others upon the fact of the 
election. 

Mr. Berrien. Will the Senator from Illinois 
stale a case in which the fact of alienage was 
peoved against an individual, and an act was 
passed by the casting vote of that individual? 

Mr. Douglass. li cannot now give such an ex- 
ample; but 1 think | can look in the journal and 
show such cases. 








Mr. Berrien said: 1 desire simply to state the 
principle that the action of a member de facto 
shall not imvalidate the action of the body, al- 
though the party had no legal tenure to his seat. 
That is admitted upon the ground of necessity— 

Mr. Douglass, (interposing.) And not upon 
the ground that he is a member until his seat is 
vacated. 

Mr. Berrien. That will depend upon the dis- 
tinction between its being void and voidable. If 
the seal is vacated because it is voidable, the 








acls may be valid upon the ground suggested ; 
| but itus because it 18° absolutely void, because 
| the individual could not be constitutionally quali- 
fied, then itinust rest only upon the ground of 
necessity and public convenience. ‘That is the 
ground upon which, so far as my observation 
extends, thal proposition rests. 

Now, sit, with respect to the resignation which 
was made by the gentleman claiming this seat, | 
think itis agreed by the majority of the Senate 
—by a large majority of the Senate—that he 
was disqualified frum taking his seat on the 4th 
of March. 1 understand that very tew mewbers 
of tue Senate now think that he was qualified to 
take this office. 1 ask, then, how can he resign 
an office which he hes not the capacity to take? 

Mr. Douglass, (interposing.) ‘I'he case is the 
same as a man holding the olfice of a judge, dis- 
charging its duties until measures shall be insti- 
luted to turn him out. He gives judgment curing 
the time that he sits, until he is luined out by 
legal process; and those judgments are valid, al- 
though he might not be qualified to hold that 
office. 1 will tell you what he had to resign. 
He had to resign his seat in this body, held un- 
der the commussion of the State, enutling him to 
give a vole here until ousted. He has that seat 
lo resign, until you make it vacant. 

Mr. Berrien. 1 cannot consent to trespass 
longer upan the courtesy of the Senator from 
South Ca:olina. I wish simply to say to the Se- 
nator trom Iilinois, that his remarks go back to 
the distinclion between a thing void and void- 
able; because, if this act be void in itself, as an 
original act, no act under it cap impart validity 
ur iegality. The vacancy must, therefore, have 
existed from the beginning. If the party could 
not take the seat, he could not resign it, 

! Mr. Douglass. He is filling it now. 
' Mr. Berrien. No, sir, he never filled it. 
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_ Mr. Butler. I do dot wish to be misunderstoog 
in the remarks which | made yesterday upon the 
subject. My opinion is that the proposition of. 
fered by the honorable Senator from Wisconsi, 
and the amendment offered by my colleague, jy. 
volve the same principle. 1t do3s appear to m. 
sir, a strange difference of opinion which exis), 
upon this subject, when we come to analyze j:. 
1 maintained yesterday, and 1 maintain now, that 
| although General Shields was ineligible at {he 
lime when he was eiected, if he could have ty. 
ken his seat upon the 4th of March, he wou; 
then have been eligible. But, as it seems that 
he could not take his seat upon the 4th of March 
1 do not see how the proposition can be main. 
tained that ke ever had a valid title to a sea; 
upon this floor. The question seems to me to 
be: did the election conter upon him a valid title 
to a seat in the Senate of the United States, op 
the 4th of March? If it did not confer upon hig 
a valid title, it was no title at all. You may cali 
it vuidable, or void. But I hold that the cage 
may be presented thus. He had in his possession 
prima facie evidence that he was a Senator. He 
came here under that presumption—upon the 
mere exhibition of an ostensible title, if | q'alily 
my remarks still more—but the moment it was 
ascertained that that title conferred upon him no 
right at all, and that he had taken his seat mere. 
ly under that title, not being a valid title at al), 
it was a void title. 

The question has been asked, “ Are his acts 
valid?” Why, sir, an administrator’s acts are 
regarded as valid during the time that he ad. 
ministers the estate. His powers are revoked 
as soon as the willis found; but his previous 
acts are valid. If a man possesses a deed, and 
upon bringing it before a judge it is rejecied, 
why, Sir, it is a prima facie evidence of title; and 
yet when it is rejected itis no deed atall. You 
may call it void or voidable. It is voidable; 
and when it is ascertained that there is to 
title at all, it is perfectly void. Now, the ques. 
tion has been presented by the honorable Sena- 
tor from Himois whether it was competent for 
the legislature of Lilinois to have instituted an 
inquiry after it had given the election to Gen, 
Shielus, and to have made a new election. [ 
hold, sir, that if the legisiature of Illinois tad 
become satisfied that they had, by mistake, elec. 
ted a man who was not eligible, they could have 
instituted an inquiry; and if they found that 
they were correct, they could have elected anv- 
ther Senator. Why not, sic? 1 maintained the 
same proposition yesterday, aud it has been con- 
verted into another. | hoid that the proposition 
before us, and the proposition of my colleague, 
are ihe same as the proposition | contended tor 
yesterday | cannot conceive how there can ve 
a difference of opimion upon the subject-—look- 
ing at it, 1 mean, as a mere legal proposition. 
General Shields took his seat upon the presump- 
tion that he had a title. When at was ascer- 
tained that he had no title, itis evident that he 
could not retain his seat. We cannot construe 
the Constitution of the United Siates in a spirit 
of accommodatiun. My inclinations are always 
pacific, but L cannot compromise any opinion | 
entertain upou this sudject, Decause my inclia 
tions are in favor of aliowing this claimant lo 
take his seat. It is not only our duty, but 1 
seems to me that it is the interest of the Siate ol 
Illinois that this question should be defiuitively 
seitied by the bouy without further delay. 
know it 1s said that General Shields has oltered 
to resign; but, sir, if he had nothing to resigh, 
that is a blank piece of paper. What had he \o 
resign? ‘l’o answer this, you must rup the ti 
quiry back to the proposiuon of the Senator 
trom Llfimois. Was ihis place ever filled? Ii the 
election gave him no valid title to it, there never 
has been an oflicer to fill that vacancy. If 59, 
presume the cousequence will be very readily 
conceded, that he had nothing to resign. | ve 
lieve itis assumed that tue governor can fill We 
vacancy; and the suoner it is ascertained that 
such a vacancy exists the deltter, in order to eM 
able the Governor of Iilimois to take measures 
to have the State represented by a Senator upo" 
this floor. i shall be very much mistaken if gen 
tlemen themselves who urge this with so uch 
pertivacity, will not be compelled, by thei owl 
judgments and convictions, to yield the point. 
would take any ground in favor of the State, o 
of the member, that 1 could take under ihe Con 
stitution. But, sir, that is a mandate that | 
poses upon we obiigations that 1 cannot, for : 
single moment, allow to be subjected to pe 
considerations. 1 say it with due respect to 
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honorable Senator from Illinois, that [ do think 
he has committed a mistake. Of course he has 
acted from the very highest motives—bpt I think 
jt is the interest at this time of all concerned to 
come toa true getenes whatever that Judg- 
ment may be. conclude, as | rose, by saying 
that 1 believe that the propositions to amend, by 
my colleague and the Senator from Wisconsin, 
are precisely the same. 

Mr. Underwood. 1 always hear the gentleman 
over the way with a great deal of pleasure, not- 
withstanding that I think he is wrong and the 
Senator from Illinois right, on the present ques- 
tion. 1 want to give my reasons for that opinion. 
| think if my friend from South Carolina be in 
anerror, it is in consequence of iis snpposing | 
that an office cannot be conferred upon an indi- | 
yidual upless that individual is competent to 
exercise its duties and to hold it. Now, | appre- 
hend that that proposition which he lays down 
js pot correct. I believe that an office may be 
conferred upon an individual, and yet that indi- 
yidual may be rendered legally incompetent, 
when the investigation takes place, to hold and 
to exercise that office. But while it has been 
conferred, and until it is repealed—uotil | 
the autbority which has been conferred is taken | 
from him, | believe he may legitimately exercise 
ihe functions of the office. Now, sir, let us 
reason about this matter, if you please, a little. 
Let us lock at the Constitution. The Constitu- 
tion says that unless an individual has been nine 
years a citizen of the United States, he shall not 
bea Senator. That is not all the prohibition. 
jisays that unless he has attained the age of 
thirty years, he shall not be a Senator. And | 
(hat isnot all: it then says that if he is convic- | 
ted of high crimes or misdemeanors, he may be | 
impeached, and that the judgment of the im- 
peachment l will read the constitutional | 
provision, sir, as 1 see some shaking of heads. | 

* Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not | 
extend jurther than to removal trom office, and | 
disqualification to hold and enjoy any office o 
honur, trust, or profit under the United States.” 
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| show conclusively that when non-age, alienage, 
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has asked most appropriately—does it vitiate 
the laws passed by the assistance of his vote, and 
which without his vote could not have been 
passed? Sir, if the Senator from Illinois would 
only examine the journals of the other House, 
of the time when we sinned most egregiously, as 
1 think, in the wholesale removal of the whole 
delegation from New Jersey, he will find many 
cases in point. Now, sir, | ask, when a law has 
been passed by the act of an individual after- 
wards removed, does the fact of the removal vi- 
liate that law? Jt is conceded, I believe, by 
everybody, that it dves not. What does the 
the member bring as a proof of his righttoa 
seat? It is the certificate of the sheriff of Ken- 
tucky in the one case, and the credentials, under 
the great seal of Illinois, in the other. It proves 
that the dulies were discharged in either case by 
authority, and the subsequent removal of the 
member, on account of his wanting the qualifi- 
cations, does not refer back, and make his action 
void from the beginning. Sir, that proposition 
is so cleariy established by the past practice and 
history of the country, that it cannot be gainsaid. 
What does it prove? Here is a de facto exercise 
of power, if nota rightiul exercise of power. |i 
proves that the office is filled. Now, sir, look 
at the Constitution. Does it make a distinction 
between a de facto Representative or Senator, 
and ove whoisrightfully such? Notatall. The 
expression is, ** vacancies occurring by resigna- 
tion or otherwise ;”? and the fact that that ts the 
language of the Constitution, and the fact that 
the Censtitution provides that each House shall 
be the judge of the qualiifications of its members, 


or impeachment constitute ground of removal, 
whenever an office becomes vacant, not having 
been properly filled, that constitules a vacancy 
In the office. It cannot reier to a removal from 
an Office rightluily held; fur if it is rightfully 














held, you cannot remove a man from the office 


without a violation of the Cunstitution. The) 


fications. 


“i ne ond 


deration at all events. If you let it lie over until 
to-morrow, it will give us more time to think 
about these propositions, and see whether they 
are of any force. Jf it is laid over, sir, and if 
the views I have suggested are correct, L see no 
reason why we may not permit the resignation to 
take place. 1 am inclined to think, that if these 
views are correct, there is no necessity to force 
upon us the decision of the constitutional ques- 
tion, although 1 am prepared to declare, from the 
evidence before us, that it is palpable and clear 
that Gen. Shields had no right whatever to the 
office. But, sir, if it will work the injury which 
the gentleman from Illirois says it will work, so 
as to prevent that State from having a represen- 
tative here for two years, why, decide the ques- 
tion. ‘The holder of an office, although he may 
legally hold it, can resign. Cannot that be 
done,sir? I will give you the case of an elec- 
tion where the individual elected had not the 
constitutional qualifications of residence or of 
age. Suppose a man under thirly presents him- 
self here, sir, and a Senator says to bim, 1 know 
you are under thirty, and, in pursuance of my 
oath to support the Constitution, { consider it my 
duty to divulge the fact of your non-age to the 
Senate. The gentleman replies, | have louked 
at the family register, and you are correct: Lt 
will hand in my resignation to morrow. On the 
next morning he does hand in his resignation ; 
but the gentleman knowing the fact of his non- 
age gets up and says, ** Not so fast, if you please ; 
you have no right to resign, and we will not let 
the resignation be accepted.” Sir, | see no rea- 
son why we should act in that way. ‘he fact is 
brought home to the individual; and when it 1s 
brought to bim he says, “1 will give the Senate 
no further trouble—1L will resign.”” Would you, 
in the case of the non-age of a member, say that 
the resignation should not be accepted ; or, in the 
case of impeachment, when a man is convicted 
of a crime rendering him incompetent to hold 
office, would you say, “*] consider it my duty to 


{ Constitution provides for. making a vacancy,| bring forward the record, avd show the convic- 
when an individual has not the necessary quali-) tion.” The man replies. 


‘* You need not put 


Here 1s a case palpably provided for) yourself to that trouble; I will resign in the 


Now, sir, if you look at the Constitution, you py the Consiitution. ‘Tne mdividual is found not | morning.” He offers his resignation. Is it the 


will find that non-age, alienage, and conviction 
upon mmpeachment, all amount to individual dis- 
qualification to hold office. But how do you, 
reach it, sir? You reach it under another pro | 
vision OL the Constitution, which requires that 
each House shail be the judge of the elections 
vid returns ol its members ; and when the House, 


j 


move him. 


| tu possess the constitutional qualifications. ‘That| duty of the Senator, knowing the fact, to get up 
is the reason why the Senale havea right to re-/ and say that the resignation should not be accep- 
Weil, sir, if it is declared that he | ted, and to proceed to bring forward the evidence 


Caunuol sit longer in consequence of not posses- | of the conviction of crime, thereby to have him 


sing the constitutional quaiilications, a vacaucy | ousted? 


has occurred, according to the provisions of the 
Constitution. 


| 


| 
' 


If it can be shown, sir, that it is our 
proper, constitutional duty not to accept the re- 


General Shields being an alien, | siguation, but to go on and declare that the olf- 


upon proper investigalion,jcumes Lo the conciusion | this fact is entitied to no more weight than if he/ fice is void from the beginning, | think that we 
had not altained the age of thirty years: none at! should pursue that course wilh everybody under 


\hatany member oi the House has not attained the | 
lull age oi thirly years, or thathe is imcapacita- | 


all itis a disqualification. 


led by alienage, or that he has been convicted,| make the judgu.ent—when they come to the! 


Upon impeachment, of some crime, then, sir, it) 
is 1 Virtue Of the sentence of that trivunal which | 
has investigated the facts that the office becomes | 
Vacanl, and the member is turned out. Until | 
that sentence is pronounced by the body, judging | 
ol the qualifications of its members, the original 
evidence of election stands perfectly unimpeach- 
ed, aud there is no questiun in regard to non- 
uge, alienage, or impeachment, or any other dis-| 
qualification which can possibly arise. It arises 
vuly, Sir, Upon investigation Upon the part of the 
bouy, under ils constitutional right to imvestigate 
the qualifications of its members. Upon that in- 
Vesligalion, When the body determines that A B, | 
a Silling member, does nul possess the constitu- | 
livnal qualifications, then the sentence of the body | 
isrewoval trom oflice. ‘Then, sir, What produces | 
the vacancy? ‘he vacancy is produced not by | 
the individual’s Jacking the constutuuional quali- | 
fications: nolatall, ihe vacancy is produced 
by the judgment of the body investigating the 
Waller and Cowing to the conclusion that the 
Constitutional requisite does nol exist in a par- 
ticular cause. Does it create a vacaucy by rela- 
lion? Whatis the idea which is advocated by 
the genticwan ovec the way? Does it create a 
Vacancy by relation? 

Sir, let me illustrate it by giving a Siate 
case. The State of Kentucky requires that) 
a4 member to be eligible to the lJegisiature | 
shall reside in the county one year beiore the, 
Clection, Suppose that a man, wstead of resi- | 
ding im the county one year belore the election 
has been there only nine months. He is elected; 
60es to Frankfort, and takes lis seat. in judging 
vl the qualifications of that member, it is ascer- 
lained that he has not resided in that county for | 
a year, just as in this case it is ascertained that 
the member has not been a citizen tor nine 
jears. Now, sir, dves his removai—to repeal a 








When the Senate ! such circumstances. 


i do think there is enough in these suggestions 


conclusion that the disqualification exists, it is) to allow us a little time to think upon them, aod 


frou that time that the vacancy exists. Belore 
thal time the Seat was filled. 

Now, sir, if analogous cases can have any in- 
fluence ut all, there can be no difficulty about it 
—hnota particle. We have laws, sir, 10 most of 
the States, declaring certain offices to ve 1ncom- 
palibie with each otner; and it Las happened in 
repealed instances that individuals huiding in- 
cumpatuible offices have allempled lo exercise tie 
duties of both. They hold the commissions of 
the offices; and, having accepted the latter, 


though incompatible wiih the former, they un- 


vertake lo exercise the dulies of the former ol- 
fice. Jt may subject such a man lo an action flor 
trespass. He may become a wrong-doer by ac 
cepling a new ollice, and still altempting to ex- 
ercise the duties of a former oflice; but at the 
same time, as between A and Bb, his acts are 
Valid. Jf he is a sheriff, for instance, and serves 
a process, itis not void—he has not resigned. 
He still continues to exercise the functions of a 
sheriil. 
qualifications. It cannot be said that the office 
is not filled because ol its incompatibility with 
the oluer; notatail. Neither cau it be said that 
the office 1s not filled, because the individual hap- 
peus to be an alien at the time. He does exer- 


He bas the commission—he has the | 


{ 
\ 


| 





I hope, therefore, that the motion of the geutie- 
man behind me (Mr. Hale,) to postpone the tur- 
ther consideration of the subject until to-morrow, 
may prevail. These things come up off-hand, and 
wy unfortunate condition, sir, is perhaps nut lu see 
things as quick as some others. 1| really should 
like time to look into it, and 1 hope the motion 
may prevail. 

‘The question being again stated upon the mo- 
lion Lo postpone, the yeas and nays were deman- 
ded, and ordered; and being taken, the yeas 
were 24, nays 23, as follows; 

Yeas—Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Borland, Bradbury, 
Butler, Cass, Chase, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Fitz- 
patrick, Foote, Hale, Hunter, Jones, Mason, Norris, 
Rusk, Seward, Soule, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, 
and Yulee—24. 

Naxys—Messrs. Badger, Berrien, Bright, Calhoun, 
Clarke, Cooper, Corwin, Davis, of Massachusetts, 


| Davis, of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Greene, 
| Mangum, Miller, Morton, Pearce, Smith, Spruance, 





Upham, Wales, Walker, Webster, and Whitcomb 
—23, 

So the motion to postpone was agreed lo. 

Me. Hale cailed for the reading o1 the commu- 
nication presented to the Chair by Gen. Shields. 

‘Tne communication was accordingly read as 


cise the duties of the office, bul dues pot do it | follows: 


rightlully. 


lies of the office. 
this case than taking a seal here, answering tu 
the name when it ts called, giving a vole when a 
question is token? If that is nut discharging the 
uuties of an office, ldo not koow whatis. But 
when are these iuuctions to cease? When the 
Senate shail determine the persunal disavilily to 
noid the office. Now, sir, u Lam right in this, 
it dues seem to me thal the passage of this resu- 





question which | think the Senator from lilmois 





jutiun ought not lo be pressed upya us for consi- 


No office can be said to be vacant, | 
when there is avy individual periorming the du- | 


Senate Cuamser, March 14, 1849. 
Mr. President: From the time that my right to 


What more can be done in | g seat in this body became a subject of inquiry 


and investigation, | determined to abstain trom 
entering into any contest in relation to that right, 
and to submit uvhesitatingly to the action of the 
Senate. As there is now a prospect of debale 
aud contest up this resolution, 1 will relieve the 
Senate by tendering my resignation and referring 
the matter back tu my constituents. | thereiore 


ihereby tender my resignation. 
JAMES SHIELDS. 
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Mr. Hale moved that the President of the Se- 
nate be instructed to inform the Executive of the 
State of Iilinois that Gen. Shields has resigned 
his seat as a men:ber of this body. 

Mr. Berrien moved that the motion by the Se- 


nator from New Hampshire be laid upon the 
table. 


| conclusion? Is there a man in the body who, un- 
der the solemnity of his oath—in the sanity of 
his mind—can decide that that seat has been va- 
cant from the 4th of March? Has the Senator 
forgotten that on the 2d day of March it appears 
upon the journal that | presented the credentials 





Mr. Foote demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Berrien. 1 submitted the -motion to Jay 
the thotion of the Senator from New Hampshire 
on the table. On reflection, as the consideration 
of the resolution relative lu the subject has been 
postponed until to-morrow, | will withdraw my 
motion, auc substitute for it a motion that the 
furiher consideration of the motion made by the 
Senator from New Hampshire be postponed untl 
to-morrow, 

Mr. Hale. J have no objection to that. 

_ ‘The question being then tsken upon the mo- 
tion made by the Senator from Georgia, it was 
decided in the atlirmative. 

On motion by Mr. Webster, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; aid aller some time so spent adjourned. 


Thursday March 15, 1849. 


The Vice President stated his intention to re- 
tire from the Chair to-day, with the view of at- 
fording to the Senate the opportunity of pertorin- 
ing the customary duly of electing a President 
pro lempore. 

Cherokee Memorial —Mr. Atchison presented 
the memorial of the Delegation of Western Che- 
rukees, praying that a Commission may ve ap- 
puipted to adjust the claims of that nation under 
the Lith articie of the treaty of 1835. Reterred 
to the committee on Indian Atfais. 

Steam Nuvigation.— Mr. Davis of Massachusetts, 
presented certain papers trum the commuiltée on 
Commerce, in relation to explosions of steam- 
boilers, which were ordered tu lie on the table. 

Journal of Captain Cook —On a motion of Mr, 
Mason, 2UUU eXira Copies of the Journal of Capt. 
Cvuvk, were ordered to be printed. 

Case of General Shields —Mr. Turney moved 
that the resolution submitted yesterday by dor. 
Hale, requesting the Vice President to intorm the 
Governor of liinois of the resiguation of Gen. 
Shields be taken up. 

Mr. Walker conceived that there were two 
questions velore the Senate, in Connection with 
this subject. ‘The first was ou the adoption ot 
the Committee’s repot, and the other was the 


amendment to thal report, proposed by the Se-| 


nator trom South Carojina, (Mr. Calhoun) He 
hoped these would be disposed of in their order. 

Mr. Zurney was in favor ol taking up Mr Hale’s 
resvlutivn, because, il seemed to lim, it dispused 
of the whole business. 

Mr. Foote was surprised that there should be 
any oppusilion lo @ motion like this, dictated by 
kind icelngs and sound judgment. He contend- 
ed that they had lost jurisdiction of tue case by 
the resignation of General Shields. 

Mr. Walker relerved to the tears of Mr. Doug- 
lass, that the action of the Senate might preveut 
the filling of the vacancy by the Governor ot Lli- 
n is—thatit would be more favorable for the 
State that the seat should be vacated vy resigna- 
lion than by declaring the election void. He 
could vot view the case in this ligut, For if the 
Governur should appoint, even in the event ol 
the acceptance of the resignation, the Senate, at 
the next session, would yet adhere lo ils present 
evident views, and decide against the power of 
the Governor to fill such vacancy. 

Mr. Duuglass.—It is certaimly my desire that 
this questive shall ve decided on ils merits, and 
also that no decision shall be made here that shall 
mislead the government authorities of ny State. 
And, sir, | bave vot the same apprehension that 
my friend from Wiscousin had, that the Gover- 
nor of Lilinois would be misled by the report ot 
the comattee. 1 believe that functionary is ca- 
pabie of judiug for himself, and 1 hope that 1 aw 
nol advocating a course here, the result of which 
would be to ieat him into wn error. | believe 
this body is going to make a just and legal deci- 
sion Of this question; aud | velievein my heart 


that it can only be Coue by recognising the res:g- 


pation of General Shicids, and intorming the 
Governor of lilinois of the vacancy which that 
resignation has created in We Senate of the Uni- 
ted Siales 1 think the cenator irom Wisconsin 
does this Senate great injustice, in assumiog ihat 
it would decide that the seat of tue Senator trom 
Jiiinois had been vacant from the fourth ol 
March. Sir, is this budy going to make thatde- 
cision? Has any vote of tis bovy tended Lo that 


of James Shields as a Senator elected for six 
years from and after the 4th day of March, and 
ihat those credentials were read and Jaid upon 
the table? Has he forgotten that on the 5th day 
of March the name of James Shields was called 
to be sworn as a Senator, and that he rose and 
objected, and offered a resojution to refer the 
eredentials of James Shields to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and that the subject was post- 
poned to the next day? Has he forgotten that 
on the next day, the 6th day of March, | rose in 
my place, and moved that my colleague be sworn, 
and admitted to his seat as a Sevator from the 
State of Illinois, and that he and other gentlemen 
interposed Objections, bul that, after considera- 
tion and discussion, and full investigation, the 
Senate, by a solemn vote, ordered the oath of 
office to be administered to James Shields, and 
that he took his seat as a Senator from the State 
vf Illinois? Has he forgotten that the record of 
tne Senate shows and recites that thereupon the 
said James Shields appeared, that the oath of of 
fice was administereu to him, and that he took 
his seat? Hashe forgoiten that on each suc- 
ceeding day when the yeas and nays were called, 
the name of James Shields was called, and that 
he voted either on one side or the other on every 
question as a Senator from the State of Iilimois? 
And bas he forgutten that he continued thus to 
vole up lo yesterday, when the record shows that 
Mr. Shields, one of the Senators frow Ihlinois, 
sent bis resignation to the Vice President, anu 
that on the motion of a Senator that resignation 
was received and read, and that then a resolution 
was offered instructing the Vice President to no- 
lily the Governor of Illinois of the vacancy pro- 
duced by that resignation? And, in the face of 
all these facts, are we lo say by a solemn vote 
that the seat has been vacant all the time that 
was filled by the order of this body? Beiore the 
Senate can make such a decision, it will’ be ve- 
cessary lor it lo expunge ils own record, and fal- 
sily ils Own journal. Sir, we all Kuow that the 
seal has been occupied by a gentleman as a Se- 
nator, We all know that he was qualified and 
took his seat as a Sepator under the vote of this 
| body. We also know that he bas exercised all 





\the rights, powers, and privileges of a Senator as 
| much aS any One ol us; and yel, sir, We ave to be 
| called upon to say that fis seat has been vacant. 
li ithas been vacant, sir, what business has the 
name of James Shields on your journal on the 
call of the yeas and mays? It will not dy, sir, to 
say that the seat has been vacanlanu alt the same 
time filled. J aim not arguing the question 
whether it was cightlully fited. Concede, sir, 
that it was not; concede that he was not eutitied 
lo the seal; yet you have made it a Clear case ol 
a person huiding an ottice de facto, perlurming its 
duties, EXercising ils pOWers, abd receiving its 
emoluments, Dut lable to be turned out on a 
writ ol quo warranto, vy his Own resignation, or 
by a decision of Ihis Dody Of an examination ol 
the Case, . 

And | hold, sir, that, from the war of the roses, a 
de facto olficer, exercising duties and perloriming 
fuuciio..s, Is to be regarded as an officer, aud that 
his acts are tu De deemed valid. If he holds it 
wrooglully, stall his authorily 1s to be respected, 
and, uutil bis office becomes vacated by a proper 
tribunal, he is cupavie of executing it. It nas 
been the doctrine in Kogland, that, wherever the 
throne was filled by a person wrougtully, still at 
was treason to resist Le de fucto sovereign as lung 
as be remained su; and when be ceased to be 
sovereigu de factv, those who, while such, had 
obeyed his aulnoiily aud resisted the rightiul so- 
vercign, were bol pubishadle, because ihey hud 
obeyed the sovereign holding the ottice de facto. 
‘That principle bas veen recoguised vy the Awer.- 
can Cuurls over and over again, m regard lo ex- 
eculive, ministerial, and judicial officers. Sup- 
pose, sir, that one of the district judges of the 
United States should be appotuted vy the Execu- 
tive and confirmed Dy the Senate, and he suvuid 
proceed to discharge his duties Dy trying men tor 
ihe highest crimes Kuowan to the laws ol the laud, 
and he deprives men of their liverties and lives 
by Virtue Of bis judicial authority for thirteen 
years, (as General Shields has exercised judicial 
junctions in this Country,) and thal, ater the 
lapse ol Lhirleen years, a guo warranto should be 
issued, aud it should be discovered that he was 
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an alien, and it should be found that he had no 
right tobe a judge, are his acts invalid? The 
Constitution requires that a judge shall be a cit}. 
zen; butysuppose the office to be filled by ap 
alien, and he tries suits involving millions of pro. 
perty, hundreds of lives, and the liberty of thoy. 
sands of citizens, and, at the end of thirteen years 
a quo warranto is issued, and it is ascertained tha, 
he is an alien by birth, and that he has not beep 
naturalized; I concede that you can turn him out, 
It would be your duty todo so, But can yoy 
vitiate his acts? Can you decide. that his otticg 
has been vacant for thirteen years? Can you de. 
cide that the judgments he has rendered on the 
rights of property between man and man are io 
be void, and that the sheriff who sold property 
under execution, is to be held Jiable as a tres. 
passer, and that the sale is to be void, although 
the possessor of it has paid for it the purchase 
money? Are you about to make such a decision } 
Are you about to decide that a marshal or 
sheriff, while executing the ordet of such a judge, 
may be sued for false imprisonment? Wali you 
decide that such a judge, who orders a man to be 
hung for a crime which, under the laws of the 
land, is punishable with death, is a murdere;} 
Was there ever a court in christendom that 
dreamed of declaring the acts of a de facto officer 
void when he has performed duties that were 
clearly right? No court in christendoum ever 
made such a decision, and | trust this Senate js 
not going lo sanction such a doctrine. It he were 
found to be an alien, he would be removed, his 
office would be vacated, and the vacancy would 
take place [rom the day on which he was remov- 
ed. And is it not so here? Conceue, syr, that 
General Shields is not eligible; yet he was elec. 
ted, and he was elected by a t.ivuval that had 
jurisdiction of the subject of an election. ‘This 
ig not the case of au eciection Dy a trivupal tial 
has nul competent authority. lle was elected by 
the Legisiature of Jilinois, which has the rightiul 
authority to make such an election. That is con- 
ceded ; bul you say that the Legislature of [tino 
exercised that undoudled authority in an illegal 
maoner, Suppose they did; baving exercised il, 
it was valid, until, by a competent tribunal, i 
was decided otherwise. This Senate is such 
competent tribunal ip this case. It is invested 
by the Constitution with the sole power lo decide 
whether General Shields was eligible, and to 
man has the right to assume that he was not eli- 
gible until this body bas so decided. That this 
body would decide that he was ineligible, and that 
the Senate would vacule his seat, ow the evidence 
before it, ] am ready to concede; but whew you 
do vacate his seat, you will do it to lake effect 
irom the day on which your judgment is render- 
ed, and his prior acts a8 Senator must stand as 
long as the republic endures and the records of 
the Senate are preserved. The name of James 
Shields appears among Senators voting on ques- 
lions beluie the Senate, and that name cannot be 
expunged. And, sir, if thal name appears there 
as Of a Senator who voted—a Senatuc qualitied 
by the oath of office, and taking bis seat by-an 
order of this body—are we now to say that he 
was not a Senatur? | apprehend not, sir. It is 
clear, sir, that be was a Senator uni his seat 
was vacated Dy hisown resignation. Yesterday 
he resigned, and irum yesterday there has beea 
a vacancy. Up to yesterday, there was no va- 
cancy; but when he resigued aud walked oul, 
the vacancy existed. 

But it 1s said, ** What had he to resign?” Sir, 
he had a seat to resign, and he resigned ibat. He 
had a seat which he filled de facto under a vote of 
the Senate, which gave him the emoluments, per- 
quisites, rights, anc privileges of a Senator until 
his right was invalidateu. He resigned a seat 
which he thus held; and are we now to be wold 
that it was vacant allthe time? No,sir. The 
laws of the land, the decisions of the courts, com- 
mon sense, aud public policy are all against i; 
for if that elecliion was Void, ab initio, every act 
that he did was illegal; and if a judge be appoin- 
ted who shall allerwards be discovered to De in- 
eligible, every decision that he bas made is ille- 
gal, and every man is a trespasser who altempls 
lo carry itvut. df this be sv, sir, we have gut to 
reverse all our judicial principles, and ali the 
practices of our courts and of the deliberative 
ridbunals of christendom. 

But, sir, there is a vacancy now which is crea- 
ted by virtue of James Snieids’ resignation, and 
all that we have to do is to notify the Governor 
of lilinois of that fact, and then we have dove 
our duty. In regard to the report of the Cum- 
mittee, it was very well in its place, when there 
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was a question for it to operate upon. But it has 
ceased to be before the Senate. As the Senator 
from Mississippi (Mr. Foote) has well said, the 
party to the suit hus withdrawn. There is now 
no one upon whom il can operate; and we ought 
not to occupy the time of the Senate with its 
consideration when there is no purpose to be ef- 
fected by it. By passing that resolution we shall 
be acting upon the conduct of a sovereign State 
of this Union whose conduct is not at this time 
before us. Why, then, shall we do so, if it will 
have no effect, unless it is designed to have an 
ulterior operation in that State? From my heart, 
sir, | disavow such a design on the part of any 
one. { cannot imagine that any Senator can have 
such a design; but yet such will be the construc- 
tion that will be pul upon it. J hope the Senate 
will proceed to the consideration of the resolu- 
tion offered by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. 

Mr. Hile thought the Governor and Legisla- 
ture of Lllinois were fully qualified as to their 
proper course of action on this case, without in- 
structions from this body. He contended, that 
General Shields having withdrawn all claim to 
a seal, it would be indecorous and improper for 
the Senate to express an opinion on the subject 
—ihat the case stands precisely as it would bave 
stood had Gen. Shielcs never have come here, 
so far as any decision of the question of elegi- 
bility was involved. 

Mr. Rusk said that the language of the Con- 
stilulion was sufficiently explicit without any 
decision here, in the shape of instructions to the 
State of Illinois; and all, it seemed to him, that 
was required of them, was to extend the usual 
cuurlesy to the State, by informing the Governor 
ol the resignation. 

Mr. Badger. It I believed the question before 
us for decision one merely of an extension of 
coutlesy towards General Snields, 1 would not 
permit avy Senator on this floor to go beyond 
we if awarding the most liberal courtesy and 
kindness to him. But, sir, | look upon the ques- 
lion as a Very different one—as involving civil 
relations of another and of a higher character, 
and as requiting a decision from the Senate not 
allected in any degree by the considerations of 
courlesy aod kindness. { do not wish, sir, to 
enter into this argument at any lengih; for | 
have not the vanity lo suppose that any thing 
that l can advance will change the opinions of 
Senators who differ from me, or strengthen the 
opinions of Senators who agree with me ; but I 
will state very briefly the reasons which will in- 
duce me lo vole agaist taking up and disposi.g 
of the motion made by the Senator from New 
Hampshire yesterday, and to vote for taking up 
and passing the resolution repurted by the select 
committee. ‘Those reasons, sir, to my mind are 
clear and obvious. 

Sir, if this resolution shall be determined in 
the negative, then there will ve no need of any 
further action by us upon the subject of General 
Stuelds’ seat; he can withdraw the tender of 
resignation and continue a member of this body. 
But if the decision of the Senate shail be to 
adopt the resolution reported by the committee, 
it will then have been determined by this body— 
who, under the Cunstitution, are the sole arbi- 
lers of the question—that this election was void, 
that General Shields was never fora momeut 
rightiully a member of this body, and that he 
appeared here and took his seal upon a prima 
facie tule, which, upon examination, turns out, 
iu Consequence of an inherent defect,in it from 
the beginuing, to have been always void. Now, 
sir, shall not undertake to inquire whether 
upon that determination, supposing it to be made, 
the Executive of the State of Lilmuis would have | 
aright lo make an appointmentof a successor 
or not. | confess, however, L do not consider 
that question one of so douvtiul a character as 
sume gentiemen seem to consider il. 

The constitution of the United States, in defi- 
ning the terms of the severai classes of Sevators, 
declares that the seats of one class shali be va- 
Caled at the expiration of two, another four, aud 
another six years. The wme refers to the re- 
Spective classes of Senators as originally enumer- 
aied. And the constitu\ion also declares that 
Wherever vacancies exist by death, resignation, 
Or Otherwise, ** during the recess ol the Legisla- 
lure of any State, the Executive thereot may 
make lemporary appointments until the next 
meeting of the Legisiature, which shall then fill 
Such vacancies.” Considering (his as a bevefi- 
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resentation in this body, and as such entitled tua 
liberal interpretation, | must be permitted to say, 
without committing myself definitely upon the 
question, that [ have not seen any reason yel to sa- 
lisfy my mind thatthe Executive of Illinois would 
not, under the circumstances, be competent to 
make an appointment, supposing that no session 
of the Legislature has intervened from the time 
the seat was vacated, which | take to have been 
from the expiration of the term of the previous 
session ; supposing, as I have said, this resolution 
be adopted, | bave seen no satisfactory reason as 
yet to convince my mind—though I do not wish 
to be understood as giving a decided opinion to 
that effect, for there may be satisfactory reasons 
which | have not yet heard—that the Executive 
ol the State of Iilnois would not be competent to 
fill the vacancy withinghe meaning of the con- 
stitution of the United States. However that 
may Se, in my judgment it is very clear that il 
le cannot fill the vacancy—supposing this reso- 
lion be adupted—he cannot fill the vacancy if we 
accept this supposed resignation of Gen. Shields. 
If General Shields was not rightlully a member of 
this body, if his election was void in consequence 
of an wmherent defect existing at the time the 
election took place, and ifthe credentials that 
were presented have been examined thoroughly 
by the only competent authority fur that pur- 
pose, (the Senate,) and have been declared by 
that authority a nullity from the beginning, it ts 
to my mind proof conclusive that the acceptance 
of a resignation, with a good and rightlul title io 
the office so resigned, cannot put any oth- 
er power in the hands of the Governor than he 
would have had if 4e had supposed a resignation 
never took place, and that the present piuposed 
action of the Senate had been determined upon. 
Therefore it appears to me, whether this resolu- 
lion is adopted or the resignation accepted, the 
power which may be possessed by the Governor 
of [illinois to elect a Successor to a seaton this 
floor is the same ; and the question will stand be- 
fore the Senate at (he next session exactly in the 
same condition whether either alternative is 
adopted. In my opinion, then, nothing is gained 
to the honorable Senator or the gentieman whose 
seat is ID question; nothing is gaiued lo the State 
of Ilhnois; no goou is promoted whatever by now 
avoiding the decision of the question and leaving 
the Executive of the State vf lilinois to procecu 
lo make an appointmen!, Supposing that the case 
stands either upon an acceptance ol the resigna- 
lion or in the position it Would occupy tu case ol 
the passage of this resolution. Jt seems to me 
that the plain course for the Senate to pursue, 
inflicting no discreditor discourtesy either upon 
the gentieman whose seat IS In question or upon 
the State of Illinois—a course dictated by the 
proprieties of the case and by the constitutional 
duty of the Senate—is, that the question, being 
argued and now before them, they proceed to 
give their decision upon it. 

But, again, Mr. President, 1 cannot vote for 
the resolution which was introduced by the Se- 
nator from New Hampshire for the plain rea- 
son that the Senate does not itself appoint the 
members of this body, nor has any power to fill 
a vacancy that may arise in it. When a resig- 
nation is received and trarsmitted by the Senate 
to the appointing power of a State, it is not as a 
mere gratificativn to the curiosity of the Execu- 
live—it is not, as the fact is published in the 
newspapers, to let the American people know 
what has been done in the Sevate upon a pre- 
vious day—but it 1s an official communication 
that a vacancy in the representation of the State 
has occurred in this body to the end that he may 
fillit. Thatis the only object of the notifica- 
tion. When, therefore, the Senate vote for the 
passage of the motion of the Senator from New 
Hampshire, they bave impliedly informed the 
Executive of the State of Illinois that the resig- 
vation has produced a vacancy in this body; and 
for that motion | cannot vote, because | do not 
believe that such is the fact. ‘The Senator from 
lilinois may think 1t proot of deficiency of intel- 
lect on my part when | state that I am of opinion 
that the seat has been, in point of fact, vacant 
since the fourth of March. 

Mr. Douglass. ‘The Senator from North Caro- 
lina has misapprehended my remarks. I con- 
cede that General Shields was not rightfully a 
Senator—that he was but de facto a Senator— 
but as he filled a seat as a Senator de facto, per- 
forming the offices of a Senator, no vacancy oc- 
curred until he resigned. 
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the Senator will permit me to say it, I think he 
has made a discovery in the power of resigna- 
tion, if he considers this seat de facto morally 
that has been socorporally. Ina corporal oc- 
cupation of a seat the Senator has only to get 
up and go out of the Senate and he will have re- 
signed. 

Mr. Douglass. He occupiesa seat here de facio 
under color of right. 

Mr. Badger. 1 assert that the color of right is 
no right atall. To be sure, as | have already 
stated, General Shields rightfully took a seat in 
this body hy a‘\thority of the Senate. There was 
a prima facie ‘le presented on the face of his cre 
dentials ; and on that ground General Shields was 
swornin. Now it isfound out that that title is no 
title at all, not in virtue of any thing that super- 
venes, but because of a defect inherent in the 
title itself; therefore there never has been of 
right any Senator on this floor, for a moment 
since the fourth of March, from the State of Lili- 
nois, except the Senator before me, (Mr. Doug- 
lass.) For the reasons, then, which | have sta 
led, the true course of the Senate, in my judg- 
inent, is to decide the question upon the resolu- 
tion. If that fails to pass, Gen. Shields will then 
be regarded constitutionally as a member of this 
body, and there will be an end of the matter; if 
the Senate believe that he never was constilu- 
tionally a mewber of this body, then we owe it 
to ourselves, to the Constitution, to Gen. Shields, 
and to the State of Illinois, that we declare that 
belief by passing the resolution. 

Mr. Downs. | confess, Mr. President, that it 
seems to me very strange thal the Senate should 
be engaged in the discussion of a subject which 
dors not demand consideration at our hands at 
the present time atall. What have we before 
us? Whatis to be the practical effect of our 
aciion here? There is nubody claiming a seat 
in this body involving the question gentlemen 
are discussing. The person who occupied that 
position has Withdrawn his claim; anu | would 
inquire of gentlemen if it is the province of the 
Senate to sit here and discuss abstract questions, 
when their decision is not necessary tu the fur- 
therance of any action properly incumbent upon 
them. Whatever may have been the opinions 
formed by the Senate as to the rights of the par- 
lies interested heretofore, the question of their 
correctness can no longer be entertained; aud 
those who continue to discuss KR as an abstract 
question, are dving that which will lead to no 
practical resuli—are addressing themselves to a 
question which their arguments cannot change. 
‘The gentleman ierested io this matter having 
tendered his resignation, the decision of the Se- 
nale cannot prevent him from leaving this body, 
or reinstate him as a member. 

| ask, then, why proceed further in this mat- 
ter? Are we come here to turn this Senate into 
a debating sociely, aud simply to discuss ques- 
tions, when those discussious Can have no prac- 
tical effect? J think the Senate of the United 
States have no power to act in this manner. 
What is their power? It is power simply to 
judge whether a man returned to this Senate is 
qualified to take his seat here or not. No such 
question is now before the Senate. We have 
uo power to go further in this matter, or to en- 
ler into discussion, or give a decision upon a 
question that should be decided by the Executive 
or Legistature of the State of Iilinvis. If there 
is any difficulty in the election of another Sena- 
tor, 1t will be time enough to solve that difficulty 
and judge of his qualilications when he applies 
fur a seat in this body. We are silting here now 
discussing a question of powerto be exercised 
by the legislative authorities of Illinois; a ques- 
tion with which we have nothing to do whatso- 
ever, and a decision upon which can have no 
etlect, because we have no power. As has 
been said, our powers are avalogous to those of 
a cuurt, and arguments presented in a court are 
not considered to be entitied to any weight when 
they travel out of their proper course. What 
would we think of a criminal court taking up 
some difficult question in criminal law, and giv- 
ing Us decision upon it? And would tnat deci- 
siou be regarded as binding in any practical case 
of a similur character? Sir, it would be regard- 
ed as of no more weight or authority than the 
decision of the Senate now proposed to be given 
can be regarded as of binding etlectin relation 
to its future action. 1 understand that the refu- 
sal to notily the Governor of the State of Liimois 
of this resignation would be an assumption of 








Clal provision, intended to keep this Body full, 
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lion, what right have we to refuse the resigna- 
tion of a member of this body? 

Mr. President, if the Senate continue to enter- 
tain this matter, | presume it will be the first 
case upon the records of our legislation where 
such a question has been entertained after the 
person has voluntarily withdrawn. Itis useless 
to say thathe has not done any thing, that he 
has resigned nothing. He resigned whatever he 
had; he bas retired from the position he occu- 
pied, whether a valid one or not. He has gone 
oul from us, and his admission is no longer a 
question before the Senate. 1 have not taken 
the (rouble lo examine the precedents in this 
matter, but ] recollect a case that occurred im 
the House of Representatives which was much 
In point, Objection was made to a member 
holding bis seat on account of having accepted 
another cflice. The question was discussed, and, 
while the debate was goirg on, his resignation 
Was tendered, and the moment it was tendered 
the discussion ceased, the House cousidering that 
there was no further question betore it. I al- 
lude to the case of Col, Beker. This course of 
procedure is usual and cusiumary, and | do not 
Know of .an instance where the discussion of a 
question of this kind has been continued afte: 
the resignation has been tendered. 1 believe it 
the imperative duty of the Senate, then, the mo- 
ment they are notified of a resignation, to stop 
ull proceedings in the case, and give the orui- 
nary notice to the Governor of the State whuse 
representalive has resigned. 

( Couclusion next week ) 
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is eminently protective; it is just, legitimate, 
effective protection; and if gentlemen desire (as 
I bave no doubt they do) to advance the agricul 

tural interest of the country, they ought to sus- 
lain it. 

Let me now state a few further statistical 
facts to the Senate, for the purpose of showing 
how little influence any inereased interchange 
of products with Canada under this bill is likely 
to have on our aggregate exchanges with foreign 
countries. 

The duties on merchandise collected in all the 
inJand frontier districts, commencing at Burling- 
ton, on Lake Champlain, and termimating at Chi- 
cago, on Lake Mictigan, are as follows: 


For 1845 $57,818 55 
“1846 66,828 80 
1847 66,019 80 


Making an average of $63,555 71 per annum for 
the three years, 

Estimating the rate of duty at 334 per cent., 
the whole value of the articles imported from 
Canada into the United States, and paying duty 
at the custom-houses, averages $190,667 13 per 
anoum. <A portion of the duties was, in all pro- 
bability, refunded in 1847, under the law allow- 
ing a drawback on re exportation of the articles 
on which the duties were paid. 1 learn that the 
umount of gouus entered at Buffalo and Oswego 
for the benefit of drawback was greatly increased 
during the last year, as the returns, when we re- 
ceive them, will undoubtedly show; but the 
amount relunded will be proportionably increas- 
ed, so that the treasury will uot be affected by 
the augmented collections from this cause. 

Our entire imports from the British North 
Awerican culonies in 1845 were of the value of 
uboul two millions of vollats. Of this amount 
more than bine bundred (hou-and dollars con- 
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ciprocal trade with Canada. 
[Concluded from page 235.] 


Lovkjng to the wheat culture alone, therefore, 
I should have no tears. Butif we consider the 
subject in connection with the export of cattle, 
corn, salled meats, and other articles, there can 
ve bo reasonable ground to apprehend that we 
shali be losers. We must be gainers. Large 
quantities of cattle and corn are now exported to 
Canada, with a specific duty, equal to about 
iwenly per cent. against them. We sent into 
Canada in 1844, thirteen thuusand barrels of 
pork, and in 1847, about the same quantity, with 
a specific duly of one dollar andgtwenty cents the 
cwl. against us. ‘The removal of these duties 
cavnolt but have a most decided ii flueuce in in- 
creasing the trafic of the Northwestern States 
with Canada. 

lt has been suggested that the proposed mea- 
sure, by removing the duties on the enumerated 
products, will destroy the protection which those 
duties secure to our agricultural industry. The 
upswer to this suggestion is, that the proposed 
arrangement is !ounded upon a mutual aboiition 
vl duiles, and that the protection extended to 
like articles of the production of Canada, wall 
also be removed. There can be no necessily of 
protecting our products against Canada, when 
she ceuses to protect her products against us. 
Bul the measure will, iv truth, be of infinite ad- 
Vanloge to our agriculture. Canada sends lew 
products to us; we send many to her. We pro- 
Juce corp, Which she needs, and which she can- 
not raise ip sufbcient quantity for her own con- 
sumption. Her winters are Jooger than ours ; 
und, as ihe expense olf keeping cattle from au 
luinu lo spribg JS greater, she will always rely 
onus fur ber supplies, both for the slaughter- 
house and for farming purposes. ‘There is now 
a duly of $4 40 a head on cows, and seven dol- 
jars a heau on oxen, op ampertation into Canada, 
‘The removal of these duties will be a great ad- 
vantage tous. In short, under all its aspects, 
this measure will, co eXamination, be admitted 
to be vi infinite benefit to our agriculture. |i 
Will, in most Cases, rea.ove dulies on our pro- 
ducts, which operate as a direct discouragement 
lu their exporiation, while the removal of the 
Julies on the hike articles of the production of 
Canada caunot affect us, as those duties are 


chictly cn products which will not come into) 


competition with ours, and are therelore not pro- 
lecuve. In a word, 1 cap fancy no measure 
more jikely to be beneficial to our agriculture 
thau this. 
industry is that which opens new warkets lol 
ils products. Jn this point of view (this measure 


The highest species of protection to} 


hundred thousand, including specie, were free 
of duly. ‘Ihe remaining oime hundred thousand 
dollars are to be divided between Canada, Nova 
Scotia, and New Brunswick ; and from the na- 
ture of the articles it is manifest thal the quan- 
tity received from Canada was but a smali por- 
(tion of the amount. For instance, fish consti- 
tuted nesrly four hundred thousand dollars of 
the nine huudred thousand, and this came from 
the Atlantic provinces. ‘Ihe year 1847 gives 
Dearly the same wugyregate result. Our entire 
imports from all the British North American 
colonies constitule a very inconsiderable part of 
our commercial transactions with foreign States, 
aud no change we can make in our iniercourse 
with Canada can have any material influeuce 
| upon them. 
Notwithstanding this small import from the 
British North American colonies, our commer- 
bea intercourse with them, including Canada, 1s 
as beneficial lor its extent as thal with any por- 
|tion of the world. We sent into them in 1847, 
| products of the value of nearly eight millions of 
| dollars—about five million eight hundred thou- 
sand domestic, aud over two millions foreign. 
The foreign exports were probably, to a great 
extent, sent through the United Siates on foreign 
accounl, Our imports directly from those colo- 
uies, the Same year, were of the value of about 
‘wo millious and a quarter, The remaining five 
milliops.and a Lalit (deducting some buudred 
thousand on foreign account) must have been 
paid by bilis on England. A large portion of our 
exports into Canada is probably paid for in this 
way. She sends her lumber and flour to England, 
aud with the proceeds pays us the excess ol her 
upports from us over her exports to us. 

But it is only a small portuon even of these ex- 
changes whicu this bill can affect. Lt is only 
| (bal poruion which embraces t.e enumerated at- 
ilicles. Now, | have ascertained that in 1847 we 
did pot import of those articles from all the Bri- 
tush North American colonies an amount equal 
in value to oLe huudred thousand dollars. From 
Canada it must have been quite inconsiderable, 
‘The intercourse this bill is uestined to affect is, 
therefore, not only limited in its extent but it is 
essenually Jocal im its character. No appreten- 
siub 18 expressed in apy quarter as to ils practical 
Uperation, eacepling us respects Competition In 
\the production of wheat. I trust 1 have shown 
thal even this apprehension is without foundation. 
But il it were not so, the States on the frontier 
ure those wost likely to feel the influence of the 
com elilion, Ohio is the jargest wheal-growing 
State in the Union. She produces a hitie less 
| (hap seventeen millions of bushels—nearly four 
limes as much as Canada. Next in order is New 
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York, with a product of fourteen millions and 4 
half of bushels—more than three times as much 
as Canada. Michigan in 1847, with a population 
not one-fourth of that of Canada, produced near} 
twice as many bushels of wheat. These are the 
States which should object to the free exchange 
proposed by this vill, it objection could reason. 
ably be made in any quarter; and yet they are 
the very States in which the measure is most 
earnestly desired. It is, in truth, a measure 
which exclusively concerns the inhabitants of the 
frontier; and | earnestly hope Senators repre. 
senting States which are far removed from it, 
and which cannot be affected by the proposed 
measure, will consent that the wishes of the par. 
ties immediately interested shall furnish the rule 
of their intercourse with each other. 

] have endeavoured to show, Mr. President, 
that the Canadian Government have acted with 
great liberality towards us; and that by recipro- 
cally removing the duties on the agricultural! 
productions of both countries enumerated in this 
bill, we do no injury to any interest, but create a 
mutual benefit. 

l was very much surprised to hear the Sena- 
tor from Maryland [Mr. Pearce] say that there 
was no reciprocity in the proposed arrangemep' ; 
that ‘tthe bill is delusive. If it pass, not a 
doljar’s worth of any of these products will be 
exported from the United States to Canada.” 
The Senator could not have examined tiis sub- 
ject with his accustomed care. Let me convince 
him that he has not done so. In 1847, we ex- 
ported to Canada 83983 barrels of flour, and 
562,553 bushels of wheat, with a duty of about 
seven and a half cents a bushel on the importa- 
tion, we also sent her 64,378 bushels of other 
grains. 

Mr. Pearce. 
whence he derives his information. 
it in the public documents. 

Mr. Dix.—1 have obtained the imformation 
from the custom house statistics of Canada, to 
which | have referred, furnished at my request by 
the oflicers of the Cunadian government. 

We also sent into Canada 943,280 pounds of 
tallow, with a duty of one per cent., (the very 
large export probably resulting from the very 
low duty ;) 28,000 pouads of nutter, with a duly 
of $1 50 per cwt.; 1,458 oxen, with a duty of 
seven dollars a head ; 14,701 bushels of potatoes 
with a duty of 10 per cent.; 49,099 bushels of 
apples, with a duty of ten cents per bushel ; 16,- 
809 barrels of salted meats, chiefly pork, with a 
duty of $1 20 the cwt. 

The duty on sheep is nearly prohibitory. It 
is, at ordinary prices, forty per cent. Nearly 
the same may be said of the duty on most other 
animals. Now 1 do not hesitate to say that 
the export of most of the enumerated producis 
may be very greatly increased by the removal 
of the duties upon them ; and | am satisfied that 
the senator from Maryland will fivd, on a more 
carelul examination of the subject, that he has 
entirely misapprehended the operation of the 
bill upon the agricultural imterests of the coun- 
try. 

And now i wish to notice, in the briefest 
manner the amendment proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Vermont, |Mr. Phelps.) The effect 
of the amendment, if adopted, must be to deieat 
the measure. It cannot be accepted by Canada. 
The arucles the amendment proposes to make 
reciprocally free are hats, boots, shoes, aod 
other manufacturers of ieather; cotton and 
woollen fabrics. ‘hese are all manufactured 
articles. The bill contemplates a free exchange 
of cerlain agricullural products. The amend- 
ment changes the whole character of the bill. 
it extends to a class of imports on which Canada 
| must rely for revenue. Jt would be just as un- 
|reasonable in her to ask us to receive her furs 
free of duty. 

But the duties on these articles, though reve- 
nue duties, are exceedingly moderate. They 
come within the range of those proposed by 
General Hamilton in his celeprated report on 
manufactures made shortly after the organiza- 
tion of the Federal Government. The duty on 
hats is 7} per cent. ; on boots, shoes, and manu- 
factures of leather of all kinds, an average duly 
| think, not exceeding 10 per cent. ; and on mau- 
ufactures of cotton and wool 7} percent. These 
duties are not only moderate, vut low ; and wilh- 
oul reference to the departure of the amendment 
from the general policy of the bill, 11s unreason- 
able to ask their abolition. 
| Besides, the same duties are imposed on like 
products of British manufacture. The mother 


I will thank the Senator to state 
1 do not find 
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country has no advantage over us in this respect 
in Canada, and we ought not to ask an advantage 
over her. : 

[t isquite manifest thatthe amendment must 
defeat the bill: and { entreat Senators not to give 
their support. If the bill is not acceptable to 
them, U trust they will, at least, consent to mani- 
fest their opposition to it by adirect vote, 

{ now come to an objection to the bill, which 
J consider it proper to notice, though l regret to 
he under the necessity of making any reference 
to it. The Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hunter} 
terms this Dill a measure “ of quast annexation, 
because the advantages which are urged as ari- 
sing from it seem to relate to some such project 
in the future.” 

Mr. President, if this measure had any such 
object we might reasonably count upon the sup- 

ort of the Senator from Virginia, if there were 
no other grounds of objection. It is dut four 
years since every Democratic vote ir, this body 
jrom the northern, northeastern and northwest- 
ern States was cast for the annexation of Texas. 
if Canada should desire to unite herself to us, 


United States. The Board of Trade in Montreal, 
in a petiiion to the Queen, on the 18th December 
last, prayed for a renewal of the discriminating 
duty on American grain in favor of colonial 
grain ; and one of the reasons assigned was, that 
the recent changes in the coinmercial relations 
of Canada, had led to “ta growing commercial 
intercourse with the United States, giving rise 
to an opinion, which is daily gaining ground on 
both sides of the boundary line, that the inte- 
rests of the two countries, under the changed 








policy of the Imperial Government, are germane 
to each other, and under that system must sooner 
or later be politically interwoven.” 


isting restrictions, or by the imposition of new 
ones. 


end they are intended to defeat. 
it be not so. 
or Swanton, Vermont, wishes to sell an ox to his 
neighbor in Canada, living in sight of him, and 


| erpool. 
Whether this view be justornot, I do not | greatly benefitted by this free commerce, which 
believe the result is to be defeated in either of | will have an advantage in avoiding tranship- 
the modes proposed—by a continuation of ex- | ment between the point of embarkation and the 
sea, or the foreign market. If the resultis to 
I believe the tendency of such measurcs | affect in any way producers in the Middle States, 
will be to hasten and to consummate the very | as Kentucky in the West, and Maryland and 
J.et us see if Virginia on the Atlantic, it will be to relieve 
A man at Champlain, New York, | then from competition ia our own markets with 
| the wheat-growers of Ohio, Illinois, Michigan, 
,and Wisconsin; aval greatly err if gentlemen 


are we not to expect the same unanimity among 
our Democratic friends in another quarter! Or 











gre we to understand that annexation is only to! on the importation of his ox. 
be countenanced when it can be made at one ex- | thirty-five bushels of wheat, at $1 a bushel, and, | sure. 


take wheat in exchange. On making his entry | 
at the Canadian custom-house, he 1s taxed $7) 
He brings back > 


ternal channels of communication. During the 
last summer, two of our revenue vessels passed 
from Lake Erie and Lake Ontario, through the 
St. Lawrence, to the Atlantic. When our ships 
can gu to Quebec by sea and meet vessels from 
our northwestern States, there can be no doubt 
that large quantities of the products of those 
States will be carried, in summer, spring, and 
autumn, in this direction by our own vessels to 
Europe. If this bill becomes a law, 1 have no 
hesitation in predicting that vessels at no distant 
day will be laden with wheat in Chicago, Green 
Bay, Detroit and Cleveland, and unlade in Liv- 
Ship-owners, producers, all will be 


from the wheat-gaowing States do not fiud them- 
selves acting in direct contravention of the inte- 
rests of their constituents ic opposing this mea- 
In any point of view under which the 


tremity of the Union and to be opposed at the} on entering them at our custom house, he is| subject can be considered, the opening of the 
other? Thateven freedom of Intercourse is to| taxed 20 per cent., ad valorem, ($7 more,)— | St. Lawrence will be of incalculable benefit. It 


be discouraged and repelled, because it may by | 
possibility lead to such a result in the future ?| 


fourteen dollars tax to the two governments for | 
the privilege uf exehanging his commodily with | 


is, indeed, the only outlet of the Northwest to 
the sea for vessels of any magnitude—the only 


lhope the intimation of the Senator from Vir | his weighbor, separated trom him in one case by | outlet of this kind they can ever have; for with 


ginia is not to be so understood. 
well that we know now in what manner our co 


astronomical jine. Now, 1 venture to assert) 


If it is, it is} a narrow sheet of water, and in the other by an all the facilities for interoal com funication New 


York possesses, a ship-canal through her terrt- 


operauion in the annexation of ‘Texas and the| that these impositions will not long be submit-| tory 1s opposed by physical obstacles too serious 
acquisition of Florida is likely to be recipro-|ted to on either side ; and if they are not re-| to be overcome. 


cated. 

Mr. Hunter. The gentleman from New York | 
is mistaken if he supposed 1 urged this view of 
the billas an objection to at. | stated the fact 
without comment on il, or intimating either an | 
approval or condemnation of it. 1 said that such | 
inust be its purpuse, lor that the best arguments 
urged in its favor seemed to be based upon sume 
such prospect in the future. 

Mr. Diz. | am aware that the Senator did not 
comment upon the intimation he made, though | 
understood him to make it by way of objection 
to the bill. But I am happy that he dues not 
wish it to be so received. While on this subject, 
1 desire to say, that so far as 1 am concerned, so 
lar as concerns those with whom this measure 
originated, no such design was even imagined 
until il Was suggested by those to whom it seems 
to be unacceptable. 1 believe (though | am not 
sure) this proposition came origivally from Ca- 
nada—froin the liberal party in Canada—though 
it was cordially acquiesced in on our side vy 
those who supposed they had a direct interest i 
it. Among the first by whom it was publicly 
suggested, if 1] remember right, was the donee | 
lary of the Treasury. He has twice recom- 
mended it; and undoubtedly because he regard- 
ed it as a Commercial arrangement which would 
be beneficial to both parties. 

1 know personally many of the prominent men 
in Canada. 1 know they are strongly opposed 
to a separation from the mother country. ‘They 
desire union with Enoglaud first, independence 
bext, annexation to the United States last of ail. 
They desire a free exchange of products with 
us, because they believe the existing restrictions 
upon our Commerce are prejudicial to both coun- 
tries; and they desire nothing more. What the 
feeling is with the great budy of the people in 
Canada, 1 have no means of knowing. That 
they desire free intercourse with us, there 1s no 
doubt. Beyond that, | know nothing of their 
Opipions or wishes. 

For myself, 1 have heretofore spoken freely 
on this subject. 1 would neither be forward in 
courting the annexation of adjacent Siates, nor 
backward in acceding to it. 1 would neither 
make overtures vor repel them, without good 
cause. “] believe we are large enough for all 
the purposes of securily and strength; but I do 
nol fear further extension, nor would I| decline 
it when circumstances render it convenient to 
ourselves or others. 

Mr. President, this consideration has been 
urged, and urged directly, as an objection to 
Commercial freedom between the United States 
and Canada. I have recently heard it from the 
auli-libaral party in Canada, who are for new 
restrictions on our commerce. ‘They are in fa- 
vor of existing restrictions as well as new ones, 


moved by the two Governmeats, the inhabitants 
of both countries will look to annexation as the 
only practicable measure of relief, Sir, a libe- 
ral policy is always the most wise as well as the | 
inost just; and, 1 say again, that the people ol 
the two countries will not submit to such a sys- 
tem as 1 have described—a system executed by 
an army of custom-house officers on each side of 
the boundary lJine, placed there io euforce exac- 
tions which absolutely prohibit commercial in- 
tercourse, or to fill their bags of plunder out of 
the hard earnings of the frontier inhabitants. 
And I cannot believe that those who advocate 
the ductrines of free trade will sustain a state of 
things so ulterly at variance with their own 
principles; that they will be found acting tn uni- 
son with the anti-liberal party in Cauada, up- 
holding commercial restrictivus, which do no 
good, against commercial freedom, which works 
no injury; throwing impediments in the paths 
of those who are marked out by the great fea- 





intercourse, and creating these embarrassments 
for the avowed purpose of making them aliens to 
each other. 

Notwithstanding the oplnion of the Senator 
from Maryland, there is another consideration 
in favor of this bill which 1 consider of vital 
importance tous. We have earnestly desired, 
since the American Revolution, the free naviga- 
tion of the St. Lawrence. In 1826 it became 
the subject of diplomatic correspondence be- 
tween the two countries. The discussion ex- 
hibits the high value we have allached to this 
privilege. ludeed, we claimed it as a right; 
and it was asserted as such by Mr. Clay ww a 
ielter of great power and eloquence. The right 
was not admitted by Great Brituin, and the 
matter was dropped. But there has been no 
period when we would not have been willing to 
grant an equivalent foc a privilege in which, 
according to dir. Ciay, nine slales have au i- 
terest. Canada is puw desirous of granting it 
witiout equivalent. She stands ready to pass a 
bill opening the free vavigation of the St. Law- 
rence to our vessels. Her Parliament is in ses- 
sion. ‘Ihe liberal party, which is now in pow- 
er, is about lo bring the measure forward ; and 
lam happly to say that Lord Eigin, the Gover- 
nor—a gentleman distinguisbed tor an enlight- 
ened and liberal statesmausliip—is in favor of 
the measure. Its success is certain, if we dou 
not decline the reciprocity asked fur by this 
bill. 

When the Senator from Maryland said that 
the navigation ul the St. Lawrence was uSeless 
io us, he could hardly have been aware that ship 
canals have been constructed around the Falis ot 
Niagara, and other points below, to connect the 
great lakes with the Atlantic Ocean by way ol 





upon the ground thct free intercourse may lead 
‘0 a political union between Canada and the 


the St. Lawrence, and that vessels of three hun- 
dred and fifty tons pass freely through these in- 


| believe the adoption of this great measure 
—the free navigation of the St. Lawrence—de- 
pends on the passage of this bill. If the reci- 
procity it provides for is refused, we cannot 
expect that Canada will grant us what she 
cousiders as a boon, what we claim as a right, 
and what all must concede to be a privilege of 
inestimable value. On the contrary, :f the libe- 
ral course she has pursued is met by an illiveral 
spirit in us, l fear she will be compelied, in seli- 
defence, to resort to her old system of dilleren- 
tial duties, and to continue the restriction un 
navigation. ‘There is a strong party in Canada 
in favor of this course. I have already alluded 
to the anti liberal party. 1 have quoted their 
recent petition to the Queen in favor of discri- 
inating duties on our products. Aud, sir, [ 
greatly iear, if this bill 1s defeated that we shail 
pul a weapon into their hands to be wielded to 
our serious avnoyance aud injury. ‘Lo wathe 
hold, therefore, a just measure of reciprocity, 


tures of the districts they inhabit for friendly | as | verily believe, of mutual advantage to boin 


parties, would not only be exceedingly narrow 
in policy on our part, but, like all seimshness, it 
would defeat ilseif, and result in a loss of bene- 
fits we already enjoy. These benefits, as | have 
already showu, are—first, equal duties in Cava~ 
da on American and British goods ; and secunJ, 
a matket for at feast three wuillions of dollars in 








oe 


value of the products of our industry. 

Mr. Dayton. Will the Senator allow me to 
interrupt him? ‘The statement of facts he makes 
is importapt; and Ll desire to kuow on what au- 
thorily he says that vur manutactured articles 
|} are received in Canada on the same terms as 
those of Great Britain. 

Mr. Diz. 1 state it on the authority of the 
Cavadian tariff, which | shall be happy to show 
ihe Senator trom New Jersey; and 4 wall add, 
that large quantities of our mauulactures are 
carried into Canada for consumplion—iron casl- 
gs, Coarse Cullons, and a variely ol ariicies 
seul from the New England States, New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania. ‘Io these States me increased 
iniercourse proposed by this bill will be of great 
importance. ‘ihe prospective benefit, (which 
we should reject Gy a narrow policy,) is the irce 
| bavigation of the St, Lawrence—one of the 
highest prizes offered to the commercial entei - 
prise of the country for many years. It wil 
also carry with it the application, which we 
bave always contended for, of a principle of the 
greatest value in inieruational imtercourse—a 
principle generally conceded in Kurope, since 
ihe report ef Baron Von Humboldt-—the right 
of riparian States to an outlet to the sea by the 
Waler-courses on which they border. ‘l'here 
seem to me to be advantages which far oul- 
Weigh in importance apy considerations of pr- 
cuulary profit lo De drawn from a close compu- 
tation of the uumber of bushels of wheat which 
may be reciprocally received and exported ; 
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though, even on this narrow ground, I trust I 
have shown that we are not likely to be losers 
by the competition. 

There is another view of the subject which, 
I confess, weighs greatly with me. The liberal 
party in Canada has been struggling for years 
to obtain the measure of political and commer- 
cial freedom to which they believe every com- 
munity of men to be fairly entitled. Commer- 
cial freedom they have secured—not fully, but 
so far as to give them the regulation of the im- 
post; political freedom, so far as to give the 
popular voice a control over all cardinal sub- 
Jects of internal administration and external in- 
tercourse. The first use they have made of 
this partial independence of the mother coun- 
try isto tender to us the most liberal terms of 
commercial exchange. They have extended to 
us these benefiis without equivalent. We have 


enjoyed them for nearly two years with great | 


advantage. They now ask equalily in exchang- 
ing a few agricultural productions common to 
both countries. Sir, 1 should deeply regret that 
the United States, powerful and populous as 
they are, should withhold from a comparatively 
weak and dependent neighbor a privilege claim- 
ed on grounds so fair in themselves, and so en- 
tirely in accordance with the liberal principles 
by which we profess to be governed. It would 
be but a poor encouragement t9 a country adopt- 
ing our political maxims to some extent, and 
carrying them into the administration of her own 
commercial affairs, to be driven trom the liberal 
policy she has @spoused into the old systew of 
exclusion; to be thus checked at the very oul- 
Sel in her attempts to cast oll the shackles which 
she has regarded as the greatest impediment to 
her prosperity, to be forced to this alternative, 
too, by us—the country, above all others, must 
interested in the establishment and maiutenanuce 
olan enlightened policy in goverpment and in 
commerce. 
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Free Trape.—A Kent [Eng ] paper says: A 
month has scarcely elapsed since tree trade in 
corn became the law of the land, and the conse- 
quences are already intolerable. The average 
price of Kent and Essex wheat— the best quality 
brought into the London market—is 453.; and 
all hope of maintaining even this ruinous value 
is out of the question. The tendency is still 
downwards, and the prospect is speedy and utter 
destruction. 





Free Navication.—The New York Journal o 
Commerce says: |t is a singular fact that the chief 
oppositiun in this country to freedom of Naviga- 
lion, comes from the manufacturers ; while in 
England it comes from the ship-owners and other 
parties directly interested in commerce. The 
fact that the foes of American commerce on both 
sides of the Atiantic concurring in opposition to 
the measure, affords presumptive evidence in its 
favor. 

The only point about which our shipping in- 
terest would feel the least anxiety im case the re- 
strictions should be thrown off, is the coasting 
trade ; and as to this itis sufficient to say, that 
with the reservations under which the coasting 
trade of England is offered to us, ours could never 
become available toher. If the protectionists 
honestly desire to favor commerce, Jet them not 
load down with duties, as they have always done 
when they had the power, nearly every article 
except wood, which enters into the structure of 
a ship. Under the tariff of 1842 the burdens 
upon ship-building were enormous. ‘I'he present 
tariff is wuch more liberal; and under it the na- 
Vigaling mlerest has prospered as it never did be- 
fore. But wark ye! if the protectionists find 
themselves a majority in Congress, they will re- 
store the old oppression, eiiher wholly or in part 
Let this ve remembered. 


Tue Deravuttine States :—From the London 
Times : American Honor.— The must interesting 
question counecied with the present prosperity 
vi the United States, is what effect will it have 
in causing a return to honor on the part of the 
defaulting communities of Mississippi, Florida, 
Arkansas, and Michigan. It is now more than 
lew years since the creditors of these States found 
themselves embarrassed or ruined by their mis- 
placed confidence. In the crash which occasion- 


| 








ed the default, five other States also suspended. 
Three of these have since resumed, and, for the 
most part, in a manner to leave them free from 
stain ;the fourth has made a compromise, which, 
although not very creditable in itself, will now 
be faithfully adhered to, and the fifth (Illinois) 
gives ground for forbearance and hope by paying 
a portion of what is due from her, and by not de- 
nying her liability for the remainder. The indi- 
cation afforded by th's gradual progress is unmis- 
takable. It was the sound feeling of the ma- 
jority of the American people comprised in the 
non-defaulling States, which irresistibly impeii- 
ed the defaulters to make these effurts to regain 
their standing in the Union, and withevery in- 
siance of areturn to good faith, the force of 
public opinion must have become still more se 

vere in its operation on those that remain. 
When nine States, with an aggregate debt of 
$114,000,000, were banded together, they form- 
ed a phalanx sufficiently powerful to comfort one 
another, and to resist fora time the example of 
the majority of the confederation. Now that 
number is reduced to four with adebtof not 
nore than $30,000,000, they occupy a very dif- 
ferent posiuon. The numberof States in the 
Union is twenty-eight,* with a total population of 
22,000,000. Of this population, the proportion 
of the four repudiating States reaches only 80U,- 
OVO. It is not difficult to see that, surrounded by 
such a majority who are compromised by part- 
nership with them, they must speedily become 
honest in self-defence. 

But it is not on this ground that the best hopes 
of the creditors depend. There are abundant 
signs that, in the ten years which have elapsed a 
very decided change has occurrcd amongst the 
people even in the deiaulting States. It is 
scarcely too much to believe thal if the question 
of repudiation were now put Jor the first time, 
not a dozen individuals would be found to assent 
to it, or beyond this, that if each man by quietly 
contributing bis quota henceforth could piace the 
matter as if nothing had ever happened, there 
would be no further trouble of any kind. The 
ditficully is to gel any one to agitate alresh so 
disagreeable a subject. Claims that have been 
dishunored for one third of a generation may 
weil be Jeft for another week, munth, or year, 
and so the aflair goes on. A single bold puliti- 
cian in each instance might vol Carry the point, 
bul gain an endurimyg fame. 

Under these circumstances, it is plainly the 
policy of the crediturs to commence au active 
movement, and to ascertain distinctly irom (he 
Executives of the severa! delaulling States the 
ground they are disposed to take. It the resuit 
ol these applications should prove unlavorable, 
they should then jose no time in drawing lorth 
by petitions, and by every other avaiiaDle method, 
the advocacy ol the most upright and energetc 
amongst those in each community who are capa- 
ble of giving a direction to popular feeling. All 
the South American republics are now seeking 
to make arrangements with their creditors, and 
it would be disagreeab.e to fiud that af Spain 
does not soon staid alone in degradation, it wall 
be because she can puint lu examples amongst 
sowe of the most flourishing Governments ol 
the Anglo-Saxon race. 





InauGuRAL MessacGe or PresipenT TayLor.— 
Fiom Wilmer & Simuth’s Times.—‘the briet, tem- 
perate, Oul eloguent inaugural address ol the new 
President of the United States bas been read in 
Engiand with feelings of considerable satisfac- 
lium. ‘Phe public nutice given, warning loreign- 
ers {row the mining grounds ot Calitoruia, bemg 
partof the lands and territories of the United 
Siales, is considered a slep ol very questionable 
policy. We very much douv its elficacy ; 1.- 
deed, we think that it will ve lound impossible 
lu be acted upon. ‘The Reglamentos de Mineria, 
(he mining laws which reguiated the working of 
the Spanish Awerican miues, were the wisest 
and must liveral code of laws ever framed. They 
mviled competition ; aud avy man who chose tu 
work a mine, nol previously in work Dy some one 
else, Was at tiverty to du su. ‘Ihe American 
Government shuuld adopt a similar policy, unless 
they wish lo promole suwuggling to an incalcula- 
bie extent. ‘I'v allempt tv guard the mines ot 
Caliloroia by a standiug arwy of filty thousand 
ime Would be like ** guarding the moun Irom the 


wolves.”” ‘lhe vpne would ve as absurd as the 
other. 


—_— 








* Thirty now. 
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From the London Times.—General Taylor, at 
least, though tied to the word, sufficiently guardg 
himself frem being supposed to advocate the 
thing commonly understood by ‘* protection.» 
The declaration of impartiality runs through his 
address. He appeals to his election by * ihe 
body of the people,” and to his previons * assy. 
rance that his administration would be devoted {p 
the welfare of the whole country, and not to th, 
support of any particular section or merely loca| 
interest ; an appeal which he could hardly car. 
ry out by enriching a few cities in New England 
at the expense of all the other portions of the 
Union. When, therefore, the General says, * }; 
shall be my duty to recommend such constitu. 
tional measures to tue Congress as may be neces. 
sary and proper to secure eucouragemen: and 
protection to the great interests of agriculture, 
commerce, and manufactures,’? we will not sup- 
pose that he means a policy which must certatuly 
encourage and proiect manulacture at the ex: 
pense of the other interests wisely associated 
with it. He can only intend a course which will 
equally encourage all, by opening every possible 
avenue to the general increase of the palional re- 
sources. 


From the Liverpool Times.—The most doubtful 
point im this address is that which relates to the 
question of protection. Jt will be seen that what 
he Says is, ** that it will be his study to recom- 
menu such constitutional measures to Congress 
as may be necessary aud proper to secure encou- 
ragement and protection to the great imteresis of 
agricullure, commerce and manuiaciures.” Itis 
but easy to tell how much per cent. this Means 
on goods or shipping; but m certamly does wot 
give ove the impression that General Laylor 
would be a party to a total aud unconditional re- 
peal of protecting duties either on manulactures 
ve shipping =Fortunately, however, he ts a can- 
did, straight forward man, and there can, there- 
fure, be no difficulty in Jearning (at the right 
time) how far tie is willing to go, and im regula- 
ling our measures accordingly. We know thal 
iis the opmion of very mieiligeot Americans 
that he will never consent lo Open the Coasting 
trade of the States to British slipping. 





Tue Inperenvent ‘I'Reasury.—In the Match 
number of Hunt's Merchant’s Magazine appears 
an article from the pen of Alexander Hamilton, 
Jun., son of the first Secretary of the Treasury» 
being a review ofsome of he measures of the late 
administration, in which the Sub-Treasury is thus 
noticed :— 


**To what end, and for what purpose, should 
we get rid of the Sub-Treasury ? At bas, thus tar, 
with all its faults aod trials, dope ss duly faiti- 
fully. ‘The country has passed through au uuex- 
pecied war, involving an unmense expenditure of 
treasure, withoul wavering ; and with simular 
soundness in the movements of our monetary al- 
fairs, we have with perlect regularity aud caim- 
ness preserved Ourselves through a period ol great 
spe. ulalive excitement. In my judgment, had we 
veen deprived of the controilimg mterference of 
this power, a wild scene of ruinous extravagunce 
would have been exhibited, which like the ma- 
nia of 1836, would have terminated in general 
and disgracelul bankruptcy. ‘The system bas 
acted conservatively through the natural force of 
ils inberent power to check expansion. The im- 
portation of twenty million of dullars, the price 
vi our breadstulls, wouid have inflated the curren- 
cy to such an extent, had the Bauks been at hib- 
erty, that by this time, we should either have 
latied to perform our contracts, or have returned 
to Europe double the amount ol specie we ex- 
tracted. ‘Lhe Sub-'lreasury kept down the value 
ot foreign merchandise to specie 5 and in the ratio 
of its jutluence, in regulating our home market, 
were Our merchants enadied, thuse al least who 
were moderate 10 their expectations, lo make fait 


land profitable voyages.” 





Navigation Laws.—From the Boston Daily 4d- 
verliser.— Lie Commercial writer ul the **#tlas,” 
in an articie Jess Courteous than is expected irom 
a high toned paper—thas endeavored tu refute the 
the position assumed by me: That the proposed 
change of ue Navigation Laws of Great Briain, 
would greatiy benefit New Kogiand, inasmuch, 
as on equal lerms, our vavigalion defies competi 
tiOn. 

His only argument is contained in the follow- 
ing array of hgures. ‘The honesty and fairness 
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of their application, and the truth of the infer-| The registered tonnage of the United States 


ences drawn, We shall proceed to examine. was: 
Tne foreign entries of American and British 1830 576,475 33 
yessels in our ports were as fuliows : 1834 851,438 42 
: af 1840 899,764.76 
1830 Sela: iat 1844 1,018,764.91 
1835 1,352,653 529.922 1845 1,129,725.76 
1840 1,576 946 502,424 An increase most satisfactory to the shipowner. 
1844 1,977 ,438 766,747 The total tonnage of the United States com- 
1847 2,101,359 993 210 pared with Great Britain, stands thus: 


Thus: to quote the writer’s words: ** lu 1830, 


the foreign tonnage entered in our ports stood 1830 1,191,776 2,531,819 
about one to eleven, and in 1847 nearly one to | 1835 1,824,940 2,733.761 
0.” 1340 2,180,764 3 311,538 
it cannot be denied that the treaty formed with | 1845 2,417,002 3,637,311 


England during the administration of Gen. Jack- 
son gave to British ships great and undisputed 


advaulages, bringing them In competition with US| rican. 


jp our cotton ports on the most favorable terms. 
Their West ludia Culomes, looking to the mo- 
ther country aud North American provinces tor 
suppiles of goods and timber, furnished to the 
outward bouad British ships good treights, on 
the discharge of which they were within a few 
days sail of our Southern poris. ‘lhe cotton 
freight was wilh them rather as an auxiliary, 
than, as With us, the main object of the voyage ; 
aud iu the Summer season, When American slips 
are generally lying idle, the British ships have 
been earuing good and high ireights by carrying 
luwber trom the provinces to Kogiand. ‘Che 
only wouder is that under such unequal terus, 
we could have stuod the contest al ait. How we 
have Come out of il, it will be our ellurtto show, 
taking the eight years from 1537 to 1545, when 
peace prevaiied over the world, and Commerce 
was uudisturved except by the Muctuations to 
which i is always liable. 
he first allack to be made on the above men- 
tioned figures, will be to separate irom thal poi- 
tion OL the lureigo lonoage, which ts Connected 
with the trade between this country and Canada 
and New Brunswick, and which dues nut rightly 
come under the beod of foreign Commerce—a 
irade of tuummense value lo Lhis Couniry, lbasmuch 
as irom us their supplies of various kinds are 
diawn, aud their exports lo us are of such a ba- | 
ture, as Dol lo Come in collision with our produce | 
tion, Under this test the figures dwindie most | 
perceplibly ; One more such Diow, and we shouid | 
have to apply the microscupe ty uiscover them, | 


| 


‘The loreige clearauces Irom the United Siates | 














\ 


were: 


2 he Tk F255 
U3 = =.5 =: shea 
3 soy 6COlPlU WO 
ty * Ss = > — 
- ~ 
: om seein 
3 Sx «ge 
1837 1,266,622 440 ,UU2 
1o4u ] Jaz voz 303,190 101,340 
lo42 1,536,451 417,v58 152,0¥2 
1345 2,095,927 512,004 250,040 


That is, from 1837 to 1845, the American fo- 
reign \onvage increased 787,5U0 lous. ‘The Eng- 
lish lonpage, loading al our ports, eXcept the 
provincial tiade, increased al the same time 190,- 
52U tous, aud this pol lu England alone, dul lo ber 
pussessiuus 1 every partot the worid, mito which, 
lor the Jast filteew years, the United States have 
been Cateuding lhe Commerce. 

Notwithstanding the unequal terms, under 
Which our direct trade with Lugiand has labored, 
there culereu the ports of the United Aingdowm 
Ol Great Beituin trom tue United States: 


Br. ships. Tons. Am. ‘Tons. 
1832 2oY 91,737 Same year Gol = 231,280 
lsso 227 b2,4903 obUlL 2ol,vuzl 
1d3¥ 194 92,432 784 $07,417 
1342 207) 121,713 Sb7 =. 426,597 


A more convincing proof, than the above fig 
ures, that the mcrease ul Bugiisi loubage Cleat- 
lug itom our ports, bas been employes iv new 
avenues of Coumernce, and the utter imabilily Of 
British ships to compete with Awerican, could 
bul well be offered. 

lb addition it must be remembered, that Ame- 
ricaa ships carry 2U per ceut more in pivporuion 
lo their Legistereu lonpage than bLugiish ships, 
Making the real diflerence of Capacity much 
Brewer ibauw the figures show. Atiowimg tora 
Moment that we suller lrow the Competiuion with 
British ships, the consequence would be thal 
Under existing arrangements, their Commerce 
Must increase whiist ours dimiuishes. Let us 
see how facts support this supposition, 


} 
| 


| 





103,020 | to the same table, is as loilows: 


Great Britain 


Am. tonnage. British ton. 


This constant, steady increase of his country’s 
wealth and power is most gratifying to an Ame- 


in 1830, possessing less than one-half the ton- 
nage ol Great Britain, we find ourselves in 1845 
having two-thirds. 


within a limited period, as then accrued to the 
ship-owner. 

in regard to the coasting trade, we have never 
had or expressed bul one opinion. It ought not 
avd will not be surrendered by this country. 
Although we may allow the foreigner to live in 
our cilies, and settle upon the plains, yet to take 
him into the bosoms of our families, is a boon 
that willnever be granted. Under restrictious 
Similar to those with which the coasting trade of 
Eogland is offered, it can never be rendered 
availiable by Britikh Ships. The voyage of a 
ship entering this port from New Brunswick with 
a cargo of lumber, part of which she would dis- 
charge here and fill up the vacancy on freight, 
though very fanciful on paper, would leave the 
balance on the wrong side of the sheet at the ter- 
mination of the voyage. 

The average freight from Boston to New Or- 
leans i3‘four cents per foot, which would give a 
ship of 6UU tons, valued, al an average at $50,000, 
about $1,300 per trip. From this ts to be deduc- 





In 1844, the commercial navies of all the 
powers of Europe combined, except Great Bri- 
tain, amounted to 3,216,459 tons. Great Britain 
and the United States united, possess nearly 
duuble the tonnage of all Europe, aud well may 
they give to the world their maritime laws. 

The foreign commerce of the United States, 
owing to the inability of other nations to com: 
pete with us, has always been carried on under 
the flag of our nation, in a greater proportion 
than that of either of the three great maritime 
powers. England, herself, with all the restric- 
tiops that she has imposed upon the commerce 
of other nations, aod in despite of all her etforts 
lo secure to herself the carrying trade of the 


_ world, yields to the superior eflicacy and econo- 


my of our marine. 
An able French writer, Baron Dupin, recently 


published an elaburale essay, entitled, '* Compae | 


rison of the Three Principal Navies ot the Worid” 
— British, United States of America, and French. 


foreign flag, in the respective commerce of the 
great marialime power, stands thus ; 


National Flag. Foreign Flag. 


Great Britain 2,200,778 1,0UU,0UU 
United States 2,272,053 1,000,000 
France 610,253 1 ,0uU,UUU 


So also in the commercial marine of the three 
nations, we flud the weight transported by each | 
man of the crew, to be greater by the American | 
sailor, than in enher of the ulher two marines ; | 
considering te difference between the registered 
aud true tonnage olf our ships, the difference 
would be greater still. 

‘The mean weight carried forward, according 


18,053 kilograms. 
ahe United Stales 21,390 
France lU,213 


The small amount of foreign goods exported 
from the United States, is a cunsequence of the 
restrictions bow Imposed on our Commerce ; a 
better argument could not be offered in suppor: 
of this than the figures of the * 4llas,” and as 
such we cowmend it to the police of those inte- 
rested in the question. So great are the resiric- 
lions, that out of the large mass ol goods annual- 
ly imported into this country, the value of fo- 
reign productions exported, avevages not over 
$6,000,000. ‘The impussivililty of obtaining Bri- 
lish vessels, Or if Obiaimed the exorbitant treight 
always dewanded, amounts to a pronivition. 
Rigtthy cherished, this might become an impor- 
lant branch of Commerce; vuc seaporis might 
ve selected as the wareliouses of the world. No 
where can property be stored cheaper or safer. 

‘}be increase of foreign tonnage in our ports 
in 1847, and upon which so much siress has veen 
laid was not the effect of natural causes; neither 
can it have any weight as an argument, except 
Wilh those ignorant of the circumptances alteud- 
ing thateveutiul year. Great Britain was in a 
state of starvation, and her ports thrown open to 
the ships of every nation. Our own fleet, iarge 
as il IS, WaS DOL bear large evough lo supply the 
dewand. Freights were so enormously bigu, as in 
many imstauces to equal the value of the ship. 
luis not marvellous that other nations should have 
tucked in and helped us to do that which we 
couid not do, single banded, With all the mflux 
American ship-owners never reaped such a rich 
harvest as On thal year, and it is voubtiul if ever 





ted stevedure hire, $300; $2U0 commissions ; also 
| deductions are almost aiways made for goods 
| damaged or jost, so numerous and miscellaneous 
| are the parcels shipped trom here to New Or- 
leans that this has become a heavy charge 
against the ship—join to this the detentiua of the 
Ship, aud it wail readily be seen that the amount 
left is tou small to make it an object for loreigu 
| comppetition—so on her return, if tu make a cuasi- 
| wise freight, the ship has to run to New Bruns- 
} Wick in ballast lo take a fresh start. One must 
| be entirely iguorant of the close economy wiih 
which our shipping interest is mavaged, to lear 
competition with such odds in our favor. 

For yeurs we have contended with the cheap 
bulit and cheap manned ships of the North of 
Kurope, with ships that the writer in the **Atlas” 
cuntesses British ships cannot cuntend asalusl; 
abd with nations that have mouopulized the Brie 
lish trauve with the Worth of Europe. Wath us 
(the pations have bad every advantage; a large 


The tonnage carried under the National flag, in| and sure commerce ready at their hands, commg 
| comparison with a million of tonnage under a 


and going to and from our ports on periect 
‘quality with our ewn ships, taking everything 
from us and giving nothing tm returo—with what 
result the following figures show :— 











Entered our port in 1847. =Ent. in 1845. 
Hanseatic, 7U,7U3 tons 51,603 tuus. 
Danish, 16,107 * 4,363 * 
Prussian, 19,925 “ 3.279 * 
Swedes, 25,600 * 38,6070 * 
Norwegians, 2,l09 * 





134,484 « 97,995 * 


Our shipping interest has received less protec 
tion and Jess fostering aid from the action of 
Governmeat, than any branch of commerce. It 
has atrived in afew years to the strength and 
maturity of manhood, and nothing can impede its 
further progress. Lewis Wuarr. 
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PAPA IAAL 


Causes For DivornceE.— The following statement 
of the causes for which absolute divorces are now 
granted by the laws of the several States of this Union, 
is allached to the report recently made by Mr. Cor- 
nell, to the New York Legislature : 


Maine—Desertion five years ; joining shakers ; 
imprisonment in the stale prison or penitentiary 
five years; d:unkenness three years. 


New Hampshire—Desertion or absence ; not 
heard of three years; three years neglect of 
family ; extreme cruelty. 

Massachusettis—Imprisonment seven years. 


Rhode Island.—-Deseition five years; habitual 
drunkenness; neglect of family ; extreme cruel- 
ty ; and also for any other gross misbehavior and 
wickedness in either of the parties, repugnant 
to and in violation of the marnmage Covenait. 


Connecticui— Deserition three years; absence, 
not heard trom seven years. 

Vermont—Desertion three years ; cruelly ; im~ 
prisooment three years; absence seven yours; 
neglect. 

New Jersey—Desertion five years. 

Pennsylvania— Desertion two years; cruelty. 

Ohio—Desertion three years by either party ; 


extreme cruelly, gross neglect; habitual druvik- 
euness; three years actual imprisonment. 

















avy branch of busimess yielded such large prolits 


Indiana—Cruelty; habitual drunkenness; two 
years imprisonment; and any other cause where 
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the court, in the exercise of a sound discretion, 
shall deem it reasonable and report that a divorce 
should be granted. 


Illinois—Desertion two years; cruelty ; drun- 
kenness ; two years imprisonment for crime. 


Michigan—Desertion two years; habitual drun- 
kenness ; imprisonment three years. 


Virginia—Desertion ; cruelty ; drunkenness, 


Delaware, Maryland and Georgia—Divorces in 
these States seem to be entirely left to the Le- 
gistature. 


Tennessee—Desertion; two years imprison- 
ment. 

Kentucky—Desertion three years; felony; ne- 
glect to hive with wife or husband; joining any 
sect which disavows marriage. 

North Carolina—Desertion ; drunkenness; or 
any other just cause, in discretion of court. 

Louisiana—Desertion five years; cruelty; im- 
prisonment for infamous crime. 


Mississippi— Desertion five years. 


Missouri—Desertion two years ; cruelty ; habi- | 


tual drunkenness two years ; vagrancy ; charging 
wife with infidelity. 

Arkansas—Desertion one year; cruelty; im- 
prisonment for felony ; drunkenness one year. 


Wiscensin—Desertion drunken- 
ness; cruelty; 


two years ; 


Nore.—The causes mentioned above, are all 
grounds for absolute, not limited divorce. 

Adultery and impotency are, of course, grounds 
of divorce in all the States. 





Portrait or A Man or Business.—From the 
New York Courier and Enquirer : 


‘Occasionally men may be found whose great 
abilities can never find proper scope within their 
proper limits. Their active energy outruns all 
the estimates of those who defined the duties of 
the offices they have been called to fill, and their 
only resource is to trench on the business of oth- 
ers. Mr. John C. Spencer enjoys the reputation 
of being a man of this stamp. His friends say 
of him, that while Secretary of State in this 
State, the duties of that office fell so far short of 
his faculties, that he added to them a general 
factoltum-ship in every other department of the 
government, besides an active supervision of a 
daily paper. While in the War Department at 
Washington, also, he found that office far too 
narrow for his grasping energy, and lent to the 
Treasury, Navy, State and Executive Depart- 
ments, a share of his surpl.s vim, reserving en- 
ough, nevertheless, for popular enlightenment and 
guidance, in the shape of letters, editorials, &c. 
And even now, it is shrewdly suspected that * no 
pent-up Urica contracts his powers.”’—that even 
in retirement he is not at rest,—thal legislative 
committees ** lean on his great arm,’ for support, 
if not for reports,—and that within a fortnight be 
has performed teats in the Codification, for which 
three learned men and hard-working commis- 
sioners Lave asked three years time. Snch men 
contradict and confound the old maxim, non om- 
nia possumus. Unlike the rest of the race, they 
can do everything—and can do it well. Rome, 
ip their hauds, would have been built in a day. 
To them much may be pardoved;—al any rate 
much will be usurped by them.” 


Aaron Burr.—Mr. Treat, of the St. Lonis 
Union, who las endeavored to obtain the con- 
sent of the Government of Cuba to inspect the 
archives of Louisiana, which were removed to 
that island after the purchase, and which still 
remain there, says: 


‘It is probable that Spain would suffer no one, 
except a Spaniard, to explore ber archives, as 
the existing authorities may not know what 
strange discoveries may be made. A year or 
two ago, the Legislature of Louisiana made an 
uppropriation to procure Copies of certain docu- 
ments connected with the Listory of that State, 
and an agent was sent to Madrid. At first he 
was denied access to the archives, but availing 
himself of a change of ministry, he finally suc- 
ceeded in obtaining the necessary order. ‘Ihe 
minister who refused, was aware that his father, 
whilst envoy to the United Siates, at the date of 
the Burr conspiracy, seriously compromised his 
character and that ol his government, and tt was 
feuted the records in question might contain ibe 


_| these interesting facts. 








damning proofs. His rival and successor had no 
desire for any concealment of the kind; and 
supposing that a revelation of the family secrets 
of his competitor would prove that the latter 
had no hereditary claim on Spanish gratitude, 
admission to the archives at Madrid was ob 
tained by the Louisiana agent. I have learned 
by an American gentleman who has just ar- 
rived here from Madrid, that the research has 
resulted in the discovery of many important mat- 
ters, throwing light on the Burr conspiracy, and 
the conduct of Gen. Wilkinson. In due time, it 
is presumed the public will have possession of 
At this place no Ameri- 
can can gain admission to the archives, except 
by bribery.” 
—__~@——— 


SCIENTIFIC. 


Morse vs. Bain:—The following letter on 
the subject of the recent decision of Judge 
Cranch, in relation to the application by Bain 
lor a patent for his telegraphic improvement, is 
taken from the Baltimore Sun, to the editor of 
which it was addressed. It is dated from Wash- 
inaton, 10th March, 1849: 


The letter of your Washington correspondent, 
dated 16th inst., conveys very erroneous impres- 
sions as lo the eflect of Judge Cranch’s decision 
in the case of Morse and Bain. 

That decision does not tn the Jeast affect Pro- 
fessor Morse’s existing patents, or his exclusive 
right to electro-magnetism for telegraph pur- 
poses as now used in this country. Mr. Bain 
sets up no Claim incompatible with the essential 
parts of those patents, and does not, in the pro- 
cess now sought to be patented, use electro-mag- 
netism at all. 

The controversy was about another mode of 
telegraphing, not now in use in this country. It 
was long since discovered that the electric cur- 
rent passing through paper or cloth wet witha 
solution of certaim salts, would leave a dot or 
mark. This plan of making a telegragh occur- 
red to Prof. Morse in 1832 ; and in 1835-’6, he 
experimented upon it, as well as upon the plan 
by electro-magnetism. UVeeming the latter much 
the best mode, he dropped the former and ma- 
tured the present plan. He then resumed his 
experiments upon the eleciro-chemical plan ; and 
in January, 1847, filed a caveat in the Patent 
Office, and in Jauuary, 1848, applied fora pa- 
lent. 

In the meantime, however, the idea had been 
conceived in Europe, and in 1838 tke electro- 
chemical process, through complicated machi- 
nery, was patented in Eogland by Davie. Bain 
was a Clockmaker in Edinburg ; and having his 
attention called to the subject, commenced ex- 
perimenting upon electro-magoetism aod elec- 
tro-chemistry with a view to the regulation of 
clocks, and improvements upon Davie’s tele- 
graph. lo 1843 he took out a patent in England, 
having those objects in view ; but neither that 
patent nor Davie’s were ever brought into use. 
in 1846, Bain patented in England certain other 
improvements ; and in April, 1848, he made ap- 
plication fora paient ior these improvements in 
the United States. Here he met Morse’s appli- 
cation with which the Patent Office decided his 
plan came in conflict. 

Judge Cranch has decided that there is no in- 
lerlerence between the two plans, and that both 
parties are entitled to patents. ‘This decision is 
based upon the admitted fact that the electro- 
cuemical process, having been patented by Da. 
vie in England, can not be patented by either 
party in the United States, being here public 
property ; and that the applications of Morse 
and Bain are but for differen: isodes of doing a 
thing which any one may du without a patent, 
The Patent Office considered the modes substan- 
tially the same ; the Judge considers them to be 
so different that both may be patented. 

‘There is a point, however, beyond this deci- 
sion, in which Bain comes in direct conflict 
with Morse’s existing patents. He uses sub- 
stantially, if not precisely, the telegraphic signs 
invented by Morse, aud patented in a separate 
claim. ‘This he does not deny or disguise, bul 
waintains that they were not patentable. But 
they have been patented; they are an essential 
partot the NEw art which Prof. Morse iovent- 
ed, without which all the rest were useless; and 
if they are not patentable, that portion of our 
patent law whiet provides for the patenting of 
a new art may be considered a dead letter. 





The true state of the case, therefore, under 
Judge Cranch’s decision, is as follows, viz: 

Professor Morse’s present patents remain up. 
touched. He is entitled to an additional patent 
for the use of the electro-chemical process jp 
writing his signs as already patented. Bain js 
entitled to a patent fora mode of using the elec. 
iro-chemical process; but in the production of 
Morse’s signs, it involves a direct violation of 
Morse’s existing patents, exposing all who use 
it to Jawsuils and damages. 

Morse’s new patent will be given to all the 
Morse lines without the payment of any addi- 
tional consideration. They will be enabled to 
use the electro-magnetic or electro-chemical pro- 
cess, as they may find either the most profitable, 
withoul violating the rights of others. 

The writer of this letter firmly believes from 
a thorough knowledge of both systeins, that the 
electro-chemical, whether as arranged by Morse 
or Bain, can never be made successfully to com. 
pete with the electro-magnetic as now arrange | 
by Professor Morse. That Bain is a British sub- 
ject, and comes from a country where Morse 
was refused a patent by an outrage on justice 
and law, almost without a paraflel, is no reason 
why justice should not be done to a British sub- 
ject in the United States; but they are certainly 
good grounds of caution to an American, warn- 
ing him not be too ready to sacrifice the honor 
of his own country, and the rights of its citizens, 
to the pretensions of a foreign inventor. Nor 
can it be expected that the A-nerican citizens 
owning the Morse lines will submit to this fo- 
reign invasion, based avowedly on overthrowing 
a portion of Morse’s patents, without resorting 
to the most efficient legal means of defenc. 
Within their reach. * af ® . . 





ExTRaoRDINARY Microscore.—An optician of 
Cincinnati, named Bruno Haseart, has invented a 
Microscope of wonderful power. Lis effects are 
thus described in the Commercial of that City: 


** A scale of the Lepisma Saccharina measuring 
3-1000 of an inch in length aud nearly the same 
in width, exhivited 72,900 secondary scales on its 
surface! The number of Jongitudinal lines, in- 
stead of numbering forty-five, as in the former 
best microscopes, numbered 27U. A scale of a 
Sphinz, measuring 3 100 of an inch in length and 
9-1000 in width, was covered with 1,400,000— 
the number of those secondary scales here dis- 
covered being to cne square inch, 37,800,000,000 ! 
On the scale of the Sphinz, aud on that of te 
Lepisma Saccharina, secundary scales to the num- 
ber of 64,800,000,000 to a square inch are seen, 
making the relative sizes of the secondary scales 
on the Lepisma and Sphinx as 37 to 64 very near- 
ly. The best microscopes before this only show- 
ed the longitudinal lines ona scale, and only 
about forty-five at that! ‘The secondary scales 
through this new microscope are plainly seen 
and counted. They average about six froin one 
line to another, and taking the number in length, 
and multiplying by six, gives the number of se- 
condary scales in one line—mulliplying the lines 
by this, and you have the secondary scales dis- 
covered by Mr. Haseart counted. We counted 
some of these scales yesterday, each looking the 
size of the point of a needle, and satisfied our- 
self fully that the above enumeration is correct. 
How wonderful! After making these exami- 
nations we requested Mr. H. to show us the scaie 
of the insect that had so much amused us, and 
appeared so perfect in its parts, and exhibited 
such lines and secondary scales to such an infi- 
nite extent. 

He handed us a piece of glass, taken from the 
microscope ; but the scale was s» small we could 
not see it with the naked eye. We requested 
the use of a magnifying glass of 100 times ; by it 
it was discernible. in another glass, of one 
thousand power, the scale could be distinctly 
seen. in the new microscope this scale appear- 
ed about as large as a hand of middle size! ‘Io 
be sure of its furmation, we requested an end and 
side view, as Well as top view; and in every po- 
sition it showed a complete finish ; and although 
so small as not to be discernible with the naked 
eye, was as mechanically made as the wing of 
the butterfly. Upon that same scale we counted 
two hundred and seventy rows of horizontal 
lines, as they are called, and across each of those 
two hundred and seventy rows we saw distinclly 
six secondary scales /—lt is this Jast subdivision 
which has now just been obtained by the discov- 
erer, Mr. Haseart and is far beyond anylhing ever 
before seen by man. The benefits to the scientific 
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id that must result from this discovery are in- °* 4? 12 Yellow Oak 2919 60 4 44 
vculable—divilg still farther into (he minulie Statistics. 8 Red Oak 3954 69 5 ll 
of all things, may reveal what has never before | ~~~... 13 White Eim 9592 58 4 26 
been known, and account for phenomena hereto- Canapa.—In return to an address of the Le-| 5 Swamp Whortleberry 3361 73 5 40 





fore unaccounted for. 


ApuLTeRATED Frour Derecror.—M. Boland, 
a baker of Paris, has invented an ingenious in- 
strument, called by him the aleurometer, the 
urpose of which is to indicate the panifiable 








gislative Assembly, the Government has furnish- 
led a statement of the imports into the Province, 
for the years 1847 and 1848. 


Abstract of the value of goods, &c., subject to specific 


duties, imported in 1847 and 1548, wih the amount 
of duties: . 




















properties of wheat flour. The indication de- setae ts see y 
pends upon the expansion of the gluten contained Vataie Biter Weld. Desde | 
in a given quantity of flour—say 500 grains when | Animals £30,318 £4,697 £13,951 Breas | 
freed by elutriation from us starch. A_ ball of | Candles 3,444 816 7,476 1.144 
gluten being placed in a cylinder to which a pis- | Leather 14,408 3,135 20,606 3204 
ton is fitted, the apparatus is exposed to a tem- Do. manufac. 5,169 1,237 7,382 1,113 
perature of 150 degrees; as the gluten dilates, its | Fruit 28,187 675 30.472 6,696 | 
degree of dilatation 1s marked by the piston-rod. | Salt and spices 44,973 8.500 144,764 6,090 | 
|f 25 degrees of dilatation are not obtained, the T'ubacco 54,114 19,491 39,423 17,062 | 
flour is rejected—the best flour usually giving ae and cereals +4 po a HE 54 “he 
from 38 to 50 degrees. From experiments which Gof aa a se! 2,30! 
‘ ee and tea 331,489 38,839 217.693 30,152 
have been made by Chevreul and Payen it appears Sugars 235.401 108.774 161.045 73,409 
that the dilatation shows correctly the degree of Liquors 186.899 42614 134029 30.778 
deterioration which the wheat flour has under-| Sundries 6,674 1,821 21,470 3,352 
gone, and, consequently the aleurometer offers | Provisions 61,359 10,207 30,286 7,759 
jtselt ag an instrument of practical importance. | Paper 11,904 1,065 
Timber 18,949 2,853 6,358 493 
. 02 945 9 92 77 - We 
Tue Hair.—The following is from the Paris | The specific pi cays a SNS ay 
correspondent of the Courier des Etats Unis: lected £255,311 
. Leaving for gain by 
“ But, why do we speak of grey hair? It will! small items, and the 
soon be no more. A marvellous discovery has| conversion of several 
been made with regard to this subject, and is| sums from sterling to = 
contained ina precious treatise: The Complete; Currency £79 
Hygiene of the Hair and the Beard, by M. Debay. Nore.—Salt is overvalued, as the rate was taken | 
No more of those imperfect and dangerous tinc- | 48 of the highest at the port of Boston 5; the other ar- | 
tures which give to tne hair a suspicious appear- ticles were taken on the averages at the iuland purts. | 
ance, and the penetrating action of which causes} Trane wirn tHE Bririsn Provinces.—The | 
inconveniences in the region of the brain—the 


t 


new system succeeds in affecting the internal co- | 
loring of the hair. Nor is it one of the thousand 
inventions of modern charlatanry. This disco- 
very, borrowed from the Ciinese, has had the | 
honor of occupying the Institute at its last ses- 
sion. M.Stanisias Julien, the Ovientalist savan, 
addressing the jiearned body, says in his report: 
the Chinese are known to have found out, by 
means of medicaments and a peculiar diet, the 
liquid which colors the pillary system, and gives 
to white and red bair a black tinge, which is 
preserved during its continual growth. M. Im- 
bert, present Bishop of China, offers, on the tes- 
limony of the able Voisin, one of the directors of 
Foreign missions, a living proof of this internal co- 
loring of the hair and the beard. It is by this 
means that the Chinese, correcting thus the 
freaks of nature, have been enabled to call them- 
selves, frora the most remote antiquity, the peo- 
ple of the black hair. 

The Chinese process, which M. Debay pos- 
sesses, and of which he gives the formula, con- 
sists in mixing certain substances with food and 
drink ;— and these substances, so far from being 
hurtful to the body, are on the contrary bene- 
ficial to it, for they are the basis of the lerrugi- 
nous principle, recommended by the faculty and 
always employed with success. ‘* It is astonish- 
ing,’ adds the author, ** thatthe physiologists, 
who have experimented and succeeded in color- 
ing with red the bones of living animals, by 
Causing them to eat and digest madder, should 
not have conceived the idea of seeking to dye 
black, by the same method, red and white hair ; 
with a little study and perseverance they might 
have accomplished it. Do they not already 
practice the internal coloring of trees by wash- 
ing the base with a liquid preparation saturated 
with metallic salts! ihe roots and the sap-con- 
duils absorb the liquid, and disseminate it through | 
the entire tree, in such a munner that the woud 
is tinged with the prepared dye, and becomes at 
will black as ebony, light red or brown. The 
haw and the beard, belonging to the vegetable 


Boston Journal says: During last week (first in | 
this month), six brigs and seventeen schooners | 
arrived from Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, | 
and one barque, seven brigs, and thirteen schoo- | 
ners cleared on their return. ‘The value of the 

merchandise exported in these vessels is $37,926 | 
75, of which $2 215 was foreign products ; the re- | 
mainder American. | 
Boats on THE Mississipp1.—Number eight of | 
‘* The Western Boatman” gives a list of all the | 
living boatson the waters of the Mississippi, | 
with the names of the captains, pilots and engi- 


neers. The total is as fuliows: 


Living boats 572 
Captains 572 
Clerks 572 | 
Pilots 1144 | 
Engineers 1144 


The boats were built in the following periods : 


Prior to 1844 22 
In 1844 54 | 
In 1845 6U 
In 1846 108 | 
In 1847 128 
In 1848 162 | 
Unknown and 1849 33 


Destruction of Boats.—Fifty-two boats have 
been burnt, sunk, or destroyed, on the Western 
and Southwestern waters since the first day of 
January last. Of these 3 were snagged, 3 burned, 
4 coilapsed flues, 5 were cases ot collision, and 
11 were lost by snagging, running on rocks, being | 
jammed by ice, &c. By these accidents 15 per- | 
sons were killed ang 7 badly injured. 


Woop.—This table at large shows the weight | 
of a cord of different woods, seasoned, the quali- | 
ty of charcoal each wiil make, and other valua- 
ble information—founded on experiments. It 
assumes as a Standard the shell bark hickory. 


lbs in a cord. Comp. value. 

















kingdom, are subject to the same phenomena. 
in effect, alter a suffi rent quantity of terrugi- 
nous salts has been imtroduced into the body, the 
circulation takes it up, aad the blood charged with 
the substances depusites them 1 the pores of 
the hair, whicn in its turn pours them ito the 
oil of the stem ; suon this oil, saturated with iron, 
tarns black, aud with it the whole of the hair.” 
So M. Debay explaius himself and goes into 


other details, very curious, very cl. ar, and indi- | 


Catling minutely the regimen to ve followed. The 
premature gray and white headed gentiemen will 
give him a vole of thanks in disappearing irom the 
surface of society. 


1 Shell-bark Hickory 4469 100 $7 40 | 
15 Bultonwood 2391 92 3 85 
15 Maple 2668 54 4 UU 
11 Black Birch 3115 63 4 67) 

(17 White Birch 2369 43 3 56 | 
10 White Beech 3236 «65 4 31 
| 4 asa + " 3420 77 5 70} 

2 Pignut, Hickory or = 
| common Walnut , 4241 99 7 03 
|18 Pitch Pine 1904 43 3 18 
119 White Pine 15638 42 3 il 
20 Lombardy Poplar 1774 4U 2 96 
| 7 Appletree 3115 7U 5 18 
3 White Oak 3321 Sl 6 UU 
| 9 Black Oak 3102 66 4 39 

6 Shrub Oak 3337 73 5 40 
16 Spanish Oak 2449 52 3 85 


it is estimated that a cord of wood contains 


when green 1443 Ibs. of water. 


Boston anp New York.—The following table 


shows the comparative increase in value of real 


nd personal estate in these two cities, for seven 
ears, from 1840 to 1847: 
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In personal estate Boston is ahead! In real ese 
tate, considering the diflerence of population, 
vastly so !—Whence comes this? Her diversity 
of labor—her :ailroads—her manufactures—are 
the cause. See what an increase! 


Increase of real and personal estate 
since 1841 


$74,253,800 
Deduct cost of rail-ways in Mass. 


30,244 927 





Net gain, admitting rail-ways to be 

dead stock $44,008,873 

But the average per cent. of dividends declared 
on the railroad stock, Jast year, was 8} per cent. 
So this is active capital. 

Take another view—a contrast of the increase 
of valuations in the two cities, Boston and New 
York, for five years. 


Increase in Boston 
Decrease in New Yoik 


$74,253,800 
4,042,617 


D.fference $78,296,417 


What are the results of city growth like this? 
— Ot! course increased labor, multiplied employ- 
ments, gradually enhanced comforts of living— 
in one word,a higher civilization, which isa 
more uniformly diffused happiness. 

——_-<@e——_——_ 


BANKS. 


Banks oF New Orveans.—Statement of the 
Banks of New Orleans tor the month of Februa- 
ry, per Board of Currency Report. 


Cash or immediate Liabilities. 





Q S S $9 
a s~) 5 >= 
= = eg =. 
S = => > 4 
=: = ss 6° 8 
S "3° & 
> : 
Bank of La. 1322260 2595588 191734 13836 
Canal & Bk. Co. 1516230 1732894 239814 7377 
Ciy Bank 666260 771504 655832 9234 


La. State Bank 516605 1418036 8844 








Mec. & Trad. Bank 740920 1865729 532962 39076 
4762275 8388751 1620342 77917 
Cash Asseis. 
2 s2 85 
ae oe Se 
= a + a ge > | Q 
8 © & 
g, ® 
¢ § & 
| Bank of La. 2176877 2222693 145987 
Canal & Banking 
Company 1447652 1678971 1453261 40547 
City Bank 966874 1702347 101923 3234V0 
| La. State Bank 766105 206159 
| Mec. & Trad. Bk. 1695734 1621077 727252 1094 
70232452 9286447 3745314 365041 
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Banks or Soutnu Carotina.—Comparative view 
of the Statements of such of the Banks of this 
State as have accepted the provisions of the 
Actof December 18th, 1840, from their re- 
turns made to the Comptroller General, for 
the 23th February, 1849 : 


Capital stock $5,123,357 73 

Bilis in circulation 1,771,477 0U 

Net profits on hand 243 435 93 

Balances due to banks in this State 1,696,741 85 

Balances due to banks in other 
States 

Siate Treasury, for balance, Sink- 
ing Fund 

State Treasury, for loan for re- 
building the city 

Cash deposited, and all other mo- 
neys due, exclusive of bills in 
culation, profits on hand, balances 
due other vanks, and money bear- 
ing interest 


144,904 66 
533,063 02 
1,783,586 70 


1,615,492 59 


$12,912,109 48 





Total liabilities 


Resources. 

Specie on hand $751,438 05 
Real estate 252,920 27 
Bills of other banks in this State 427 227 55 
Bills of banks in other States 10,805 00 
Balances due from bauks in this 

Siate 36,865 30 
Balances due from banks in other 

States 64,275 95 
Notes discounted on personal secu- 

rity : 4,536,313 48 
Loans secured by pledge of its own 

stock 230,554 11 
l.oans secured by pledge of other 

stock 381,723 57 


1,003,179 85 
153.989 02 
849,437 43 

1,123 334 27 | 
644,837 33 | 
130,402 07 

1,425,021 44 | 


Domestic exchange 

Foreign exchange 

Bonds 

Money invested in stock 

Su-pended debt and debt in suit 

State Treasury 

Brauches and agencies 

Bonds under jaw for rebuilding 
Charleston 

Inter: st and expenses of State loan 

Money tavested in every other way 
than is specified in the foregoing 
particulars 


764 267 24. 
43,855 70 | 





Total resources of the banks $12,912,109 48 | 
Rates and smount of the last dividend, 54 per 


cenl. per annum. 
WM. C. BLACK, 
Comptroller General. 


Farmers AND Mecuanics’ Bank or Micuican. 
—An act has been passed for the extension of 
the charter of this institution, the provisions of 
which are similar to those of the geeneral bank- 
ing law of New York. 

The act provides that within one year from 
the expiration of the present charter, all the cir- 
culating notes of the bank shall be secured by a 
deposit of United States, New York, or six per 
cent. Michigan Stocks, with the State Treasurer, 
who is to countersign the notes issued. ‘The 
vank is required to deposit $50,000 of stocks | 
within one year from the expiration of its pre- 
sent charter, and $50,000 more within three 
years, aller which there shall never be less than 
$100,000 on depusit. ‘The circulating notes are 
tu have a prelerence Over ail other debis of the 
bank, and the stockholders are made individual- 
ly liable for the redemption of ali notes, nuw or 
hereafter issued, not countersigued. 


} 


Canat Bank at ALBANy.—The reports rela- 
live to the ulfairs of the above institution, pre- 
sevilted to the Senate of New York, show (hat its 
actual assets at the present time are $425,029 07. 
Qui ol this is lo be redeemed the entire Circula- 
tion of the bank, $192,486—leaving to be divided 
among depositors $232,543 47, or about 40 pe: 
ceul. 


INsuRANCE CoMPANIES 1N New Yorx.—From 
the jast seport tu the Legisiature of New York, 
the Albany Evening Journal makes up the fol- 
Jowing stavement of the allairs of filly-five losu- 
rance Companies incorporated by the Legisia- 
ture of that State, tor ihe year ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1348: 

Capital stock paid in 

Amount of said capital stock over 
aud above losses 

Value of real estate 


$10,956,018 


10,272,893 
453,531 





| voles cast for license in this State was 11,110, 


‘license 12,251. 


69.611 86) "° license was against the traflic in intoxicating 


‘result: 





Value of that portion of real estate 
occupied and necessary to the 
transaction of business 

Value of stock of other companies 
or corporations 

Value of stock held as collateral se- 
curity 

Whole amount of debts owing to 


357,111 


Amount due from moneyed corpo- 
rations 

Whole amount of debts owing by 
the companies 

Amount of claims against the com- 
panies not acknowledged by them 


1,268,494 
677,345 








us debts 59.515 
Amount for which they are bound 
as surety, or for which they may 
become liable, whether upon po- 
licies of insurance or otherwise 350,249,515 
Whole amount of debts which ought 
to be included in amount of 
losses 36,946 
Whole amount of losses during the 
year 2,017,481 
Of which the amount charged on 
profits is 1,363,197 
And the amount charged on capital 
is 527,522 
Whole amount of dividends declar- 
ed during the year 595,068 
Average amount of debts owing by 
the companies for each month 
| during the year 188,207 


a. may be proper to state that the capital of 


Mutual Insurance Companies consists of premium 
notes givea by the insured. 








Che States. 


VermontT.—License Queslion.—The number of 





~~ 





against license 23,361. The whole number of 
voles cast was 34,471—majority in favor of no 


The Burlington Free Press says: The vote for 


drinks of all kinds, except for chemical, medi- 
cinal and mechanical purposes! The decisive 
vole, therefore, completely trammels the sale of 
spirit with the exception named, and prohibits 
enlirely its sale as a beverage. 


ConnectTicuT.—The vote for Governor from 
all the towns in this State, gives the following 


For Joseph Trumbull 27,498 
Thomas H. Seymour 25,180 
John M. Niles 3,274 


In some dozen towns the Abolition vote is not 
given, so that the official returns will probably 
increase the vote of Mr. Niles to 3500. 

Mr. Trumbull leads Mr. Seymour 2318. Go- 
vernor Bissell led Mr. Catlin last spring 2152— 
so the Whig plurality is now 166 larger than it 
was then. Mr. Trumbu!l will lack about 1200 
votes of an election by the people. The falling 
off in the whole vole from last spring, is about 


528 311 


————o———— = 
New Yorx.—Legislative.—The Assembly of 


this State closed its hundred days of the 72nd ses. 
sion on the [1th inst. About 430 acts have beep 
passed—a greater number than had been enacteq 
at any previous session—during the period of its 


249,403) existence. The following summary of its doings 


is taken from the Albany Argus, viz :— 


the companies 6,137,433 
Amount of debts secured by bonds Among the public acts, were the following :— 
and mortgages, or judgments 4,375,957 | An act establishing free schools througtiout the 


state—for publishing certain documents relatin 
to the colonial history of the state—to vest in 
boards of supervisors, certain legislative powers 
—the vatious canal appropriations, amounting in 
the aggregate, to some $2,000,000—a general act 
in relation to plank and turnpike roads—making 
appropriations for the Clinton prison-—to provide 
for the formation of insurance companies—in re- 
lation to pardons—to facilitate the organization 
of the safety fund banks under the general law— 
to amend the emigrant law—amending and con- 
solidating the laws for the better regulation of 
the state prisons—increasing the number of jus. 
tices of the Superior Courtof the city of New 
York, and exteuding their jurisviction—making 
appropriations towards the support of orphan 
asylums in the slate—to repay the city of Albany 
a portion of the basin assessment—to provide for 
the government of the department of alms and 
penitentiary in the city of New York—to estab. 
lish hospitals at Sandy Hook—the New police 
bill—remodelling the militia act of 1847—author- 
ising the Clinton Monument Association to erect 
a civic arch in the public grounds. Bulls incor- 
porating the Panama railroad company, and the 
steam lines from New York to Liverpool and 
from New York to Havre, were also passed. 
Among the bills which finally became laws, 
was the act toappoint Commissioners farther to 
reform, simplify aod abridge the rules of Prac- 
lice, &c. in the courts of this state—and to con- 
tinue in office the Commissioners on Practice and 
Pieadings, and changing and continuing the Com- 
missioners of the Code. The history of this bill 
is somewhat curious. In the outset, the Senate 
passed a bill, continuing the Commissioners on 
Practice nearly a year, which the house rejected. 
The House then passed a bill continuing them un- 
til the Ist of April, and the Senate adopted it. 
The House followed it with another bill, continu- 
ing them untilthe Istof February next, which 
the Senate rejected, and the commission expired 
onthe Istinst. The Senate meanwhile having 
amended the Code of Procedure, and sent it 
down to the house, and the adverse feeling in that 
body having become apparent, Owing to the Se- 
nate’s refusal to coulimue the Commission, the 
Senate originated a bill, not only reinstatig the 
Commission on Practice, but continuing the 
Commissioners of the Code, excepting Mr. Ro- 
bertson, and substituting Mr. Spencer in his 
place, and this bill finally passed both branches, 
There were bills passed declaring the pubiic 
utility of railroads from Auburn to Bingtamton 
—from Platisburgh to the C.nada line—irom the 
Saratoga and Washington railroad to Plattsburgh 
—trom Sackett’s Harbor to Adams or Ellisburgh 
—from ‘Troy to Ruiviand, Vermunt 
Amons the bills rejected or postponed, were 
the bills to deciare the public uliily of a railroad 
from Syracuse to Rochester, known as the direct 
railway—the Lockport and Bulfaio raiiroad— 














oU00. 

The whole vote for Governor in 1848, was 
61,322—of which Mr. Bissell had 30,851; Mr. 
Catlin 28,699. Abolition and Scattering 1773. 

The whole number of votes cast for President, 
last November, was 62 366—for Gen. Taylor, 
30,316; for Gen. Cass, 27,047; for Mr. Van Bu- 
rep, 5003. Taylor’s plurality, 3269. 

The Constitution of Connecticut provides that 
in case the election of State officers gues into the 
Legislature, the selection shall be made from the 
two candidates (for each office on the State 
ticke|) having the Jargest number of votes. 


The Legislature. —The Hartford Courant says: 
According to our classification there will be 13 
Whigs in the Senate, 6 Democrats, 1 Free Soni- 
er, aud the 16th district doubtful. in the House, 
111 Whigs, 97 Democrats, and 14 Free Svilers. 
Ol these Jatter some half cozen will unquestioua- 
bly voie with the Whigs—indeed, if they carry 
oul their principles, they must all vote for Mr. 
Trumbull for Governor; for while he has ever 
been the firm and consistent oppovent of slavery, 
Mr. Seymour voted for the annexation of Texas, 
and as we are informed, openly denounces the 


the Buffalo and Hornellsviille railroad—ihe 
Rouse’s Point bridge bili—the New York whar- 
lage bill—the New York referee bill—to secure 
wages of day lavorers on the canal—the bill to 
postpone the remova! of Madison Uuiversity— 
the Mechanics lien jaw a8 applicabie to cilies— 
lo preserve competion between the Troy and 
Schenectady aud Albany and Schenectady rail- 
roads. 

We had hoped to record the passage of the 
resolution awarding medals of hunor to the gal- 
laut officers, ciltizeus of this state, who distin- 
guished themselves in the battles in Mexico, but 
st, as well as the several resolutions on thal sub- 
ject, were suffered to remain au the table. 

The Code and the Commissioners of Practice and 
Pleadings. — The Commi:stoners of the Coue cone 
sist of Messrs. Spencer, Worden and Hawley, 
and ihose on ptactice and pleadings of Messrs. 
Loouis, Graham aud Field. ‘The former com- 
mission is Coulinued for two years, the latler 
until October next. 

The magnitude of this act (The Code), says the 
irgus, way be inlerred by the tact that as 
originally printed it embraced 466 sections, 141 





principle of the Wilmot Proviso. 
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" Stockholder’s liability act.—The foliowing isa 
digest of the bill making stockholders individual- 





ly liable, viZi— a 

Sec. 1. Stockholders, in corporations issuing 
aper money, alter January next, shall be indi- 
vidually, equally and rateably responsible, with 
interest, to the extent of stock owned by them. 

Sec. 2. Every equitable owner of stock shall 
be liable, though the stock appears in the name 
of another. Also, all who have advanced money 
for stock and all who have invested money in 
bank stocks, and the estate of all stockholders, 
living or deceased, shall be responsible. 

Sec. 3. When stock shall have been transfer- 
red previous to default of corporation, the pre- 
vious owners of stock shall be exonerated from 
liability of the transfer. The assignee is made 
responsible for transferred stock. 

sec. 4. Names and residence of stockholders 
in all these associations shail be entered in acces- 
sible books on a penalty of one hundred dollars, 
forevery day's omission. ' 

Sec. 5. After 20 days have expired from the 
service of a SuMMOns upon tne aluresaid corpo- 
rations, the plaintiff shall have rule for judgment, 
and judgment shall be rendered with interest and 
costs unless a Judge of the Supreme Court shall 
stay the proceedings, until the issue juineu shall 
be visposed of. 

Sec. 6. ‘he insolvency gf a corporation shall 
be declared whenever execution against properly 
of defendant cannot be sati-fied. 

Sec. 7. Creditors may, after a ten day’s re- 


fusal to meet any demand exceeding $100, app!y | 


for an order declaring the institution insulvent, 
and lor an injunction. 

Sec & ‘Tne Judge may determine whether 
the corporation be solvent or utherwise. The 
injunction may be temporary or until the debts 
are paid, or the corpuration has made a good 
delence. 

Sec. 9. If declared insolvent no corporate 
powers shall be exercised, and a Keceiver shall 
be appointed. 

Sec. 10. Any person owning one-fourth of the 
stock may apply lor Injuaction. 

Sec. 11. Receivers shall take all property in 
charge and be accountable, as provided tur in 3d 
part of Revised Ststutes. 

Sec. 12. All securities deposited with Receiv- 
ers shall, under the cirectiun of the Comptroller 
be converted into cash, and dividends declared 
in $U days alter deducting expenses, aud accucate 
accounts kept of all such proceedings. 

Sec. 13. All uusatistied debts stall then, by a 
referee appoited by the Judge, be paid rateably, 
according to the stuck owned by the stockholders, 
and the latter shall have due aud public police of 
the appointwent of referee aud his proceedings. 
The Judge may extend the ime of appointment 
lor 90 days. 

Sec. 14. The report of the referee shall be 
made to the Supreme Court, and the Judge may 
modify or amenu or reler buck lo avolther releree 
upou due notice to the parties. 

Sec. 15. ‘he approval of the report of the 
referee by the Judge shail be filed in tne County 
Clerk’s office, anu shall be tinal against eacu 
sluckholder, as upon a Judgment in the Court. 

Sec. 16. The money shail be divided without 
deiay, after deWucting expenses, and no delay 
Shall ensue in consequence ol the pending of any 
ligation against the corporation ubless directed 
by a Justice of the Supreme Court. Ii there be 
a surplus, aller poying debts, the receipts shall 
be divided amoug twe stockholders. 

Sec. 17. Nothing but wn ersur of the Court 
Shait give warrantior delay, and aller judgment, 
Security shall be given lor 1U per Cent. anu costs, 
aud payment of deuand. 

Sec. 18. ‘There may be an appeal from a spe- 
Clul lo a general term ol the Supie..e Court, end 
from the general term to the Cuurt of Appeats, 
according to Custou. 

Sec. 19. Creditors shall have their pro rata 
allowances, if their claims are made beivure final 
dividends are paid. 

Sec. 20. Cases aflecting corporations or receiv- 
ers, or stockhulders, unuer this act, lu have pie- 
ference in Cuurt to ali other causes. 


Tax on Alien Passengers.—Vhe question of 
the constitutionality ul Stute action ** to protect 
the public healt and to relieve the citizens from 


the burthens growing out of immigration,” was 


referred by the Legislature of New York to the 


port has been made, and the following extract 
embodies their decision : 


“In view of the case of Smith vs. Turner, the 

Comptroller and Attorney General feel con- 
strained to entertain the opinion, that no tax 

upon a passenger, or upon the master, owner, or 
consignes of the vessel on this account, can be 

imposed until the voyage has ended, and the pas- 

sengers landed; but that such passenger and the 
owner or consignee, become subject to the ope- 
ration of State legislation, so soon as the passen- 

ger sets his foot on shore. They are consequent- 

ly inclined to the opinion, though not without 

diffidence, that the Legislature may pags a law 
without infringing the federal constitution, by 
which the master or commander of the vessel 
may be required, under a penalty upon the mas- 
ter, owner or consignee, on the arrival of the 
vessel at the city of New York, or within a rea~ 
sonable time thereafier, to report in writing, on 
oath, or affirmation. tothe Mayor of the city of 
New York, the name, place of birih, and last le. 
gal settlement, age and occupation of every pas- 
senger; and also of such passengers as had, on 
the voyage, been permitted to land, or go on 
board of sume other vessel, with the intention of 
proceeding tothe said city; and requiring the 
owner or consignee of such vessels, resident 
within the State of New York, immediately, or 
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deemable in thirty years; for the payment of the 


interest of which, and for the redemption of the 
principal, the sum. of $30,000 is annually to be 
set apart by the Commissioners of the Internal 
Improvement Fund, out of the revenue of the 
public works,—the surplus of which, after the 
payment of the interest annually, is to be in- 
vested, together with its accumulation of interest, 
in the said loan or in any other Joan of the Com- 
monwealth, the investment to form a sinking 
fund for the redemption of the loan at maturity. 

Revenue.—A revenue bill was passed, which 
will bring into the treasury an amount variously 
estimated—none stating it at lower than $2U0,- 
QUO, and some even estimating it as high as 
$500,000 per annum. This, too, will all be de- 
rived from sources not heretofore drawn upon, 
and will be in addition to all the other means of 
revenue. 

Provision was made for the establishment of a 
sinking fund, for the payment of the principal of 
the Siate debt, to which object much of the 
newly acquired revenue is to be appropriated. 
It is coutidentiy maintained that, within a year, 
the Commonwealth will ve in the market pur- 
chasing her own stock. 

Military Trainings —The militia system has 
undergone a revision; the annual trainings are 
dune away with, and the expenses of the various 
elections of officers and otherwise, saved to the 











within a reasonable time after the landing of the 
passengers, to give a bond to the people of this 
State in asuitable penalty severally, for each 
and every passenger reported, in suci form, and 
with such sureties as may, by the Legislature, be 


| 


public treasury. In lieu of the old fashion of 
militia training, a penalty of thirty cents is im- 
posed on every person liable under former laws 
to military duty, unless he becomes a member of 





people or their agents or officers and the cities, 


charges and expenses, which may be incurred for 
the relief or snpport of the person named in the 
‘bond, or for the medical care olf such persons if 


institution for medical treatme.t under 
charge, or wilhin a reasonable time after the 
landivg of such passengers, to commute for the 
bonds so required by the payment of a sum cef- 
tain for each passenger in lieu of such bond; 
which commutation woneys, when received, shall 
be paid over tothe Chau.berlain of the city ol 
New York, to be expendea by the Commissioners 
of Emigration for the support of the Marine 
Hospital and for the support and medical treat- 
ment of destitute emigrants ; the surplus of such 
commutation moneys to be invested for the future 
use of said Marine Hospital, and for other ex 
penses to be incurred for the support or medical 
treatment of destitule emigrauts.” 


Amendment of Emigrant Laws.—It places the 
enlire Quarantine estaulshment under the control 
of the Commissioner of Emigration. 1t also pro- 
vides fur the appointment, by the Governor and 
Senate, of a Physican of the Mariwe Hospital, 
with a salary of $6,000 per annum, and four as- 
sistants at salaries of $1,200 each. ‘Tne Health 
Commissioner whuse duly 1s confined to the in- 
spection of vessels and their period Oj quarantine, 
bas a salary of $2 OUU in lieu of lees. Lt Contains 
various provisions lo ensure the paymeutof what 
is koown as commutation money, and to protect 
the State against the recent decision of tue Uni- 
ted States Supreme Court.—Aibany Ailas. 


Pennsy_vania.—Legislative.—Tihe session of 
the Legisiative Assemuly was closed on the 10th 
inst., aller a continuance of one hundred days, 
in which a large amount of busipess was dune. 
Amoug these acis we nutice the ivilowing : 

Relief Notes—'The General Appropriation Bill, 
which passed the Huuse of Represeutatives by 
the close vote of 44 to 43, authorises a re-issue ol 
ihe relief notes iu circulatiun, and suspends for 
three years the agnual Canceliation of $200,000 
of these nules. 

North Branch Canal.—The same bill appro- 
priales the surplus remaiming ia the ‘Treasury 
alier the payment of the tuterest on tue State 
debt, to the completion of this work, 

Interest on the State Debt.—\t aiso provides that 
the imlerest op the State debt shall herealter De 
paid in specie or its equivalent. 

Koad to avoid the luchined Plane.x—The Canal 
Commissioners are authorised aud required to 
put under contract a rail-ruad to avoid the im- 
clined plane on the Columbia Kail-road, the maxi- 
mum grade of which shall not exceed fifly feet, or 
forty-five Jeet if practicable, and the cust of con- 
strucion is notto exceed $400 0UU. This sum 
is tu be borrowed on the faith of the State, ata 











Comptroller and Attorney General. Their re- 


rate not exceeding 6 percent per annum, re- 


deeined proper, and conditioned to indemnify the | . , 
ame J | The License Law.—A bill has been passed 


towns and counties of this State, against all | ~ 
| City and County of Philadelptia, by which the 


received into the Marine Hospital, or any other | 
their | 


a volunteer corps, 


Changing the mode of granting heenses in the 


(right of vendicg liquors is allowed to all on the 
| payment of a graduated sum into the County 
| Treasury. The Philadelphia Ledger says : 

The bill takes the patronage of granting tavern 
| licenses from the Court of Quarter Sessions, and 
opens the trade of retailing liquors, wines and 
malt drinks to all who feel disposed to embark 
in it, and can give a bond in the sum of $500, 
with two sureties, for the keep ng of an orderly 
house. Three persons, called appraisers of 
tavern licenses, are authorized by the act to visit 
the inns, restaurants, and eating houses, where 
liquors, beer or wine are sold, to estimate the 
annual amount of sales of each vendor, and to 
assess the taxes according to cuch sales. The 
report of the appraisers 1s iaken as evidence both 
of the fact of selling and the amount of sales, but 
appeals may be made from their decisions, if in- 
justice is done by them. The tax is graduated 
trom filty dollars upwards to three hundred dol- 
lars, in the city and incorporated districts ; but 
in the townships, persons whose annual sales do 
not exceed one thousand dollars, are required to 
pay only $25 a year. 

‘The taxes imposed under the act are payable 
0 the County Treasurer, for the use of the Com- 
monwealth, and in their aggregate, will make 
some atonement to the public for the ills inflicied 
upon them by intemperance. Heretofore the 
amouut received has been very trifling, some of 
the very largest hotels in the city paying but thire 
ty or forty doilars a year. The bonds for the 
good behaviour of those licensed are to be entered 
in the office of the Clerk of the Quarter Sessions, 
afier they have been approved by the Attorney 
General or his deputy, aud those who fail to give 
the bond and pay the tax, are subject to a fine of 
filiy dollars a day, fur every day in which they 
mey sell any kind of liquors in violation of the 
act, and on a second cuuviclion may be sent to 
jail. Lia riot or breach of the peace occurs ata 
house not licensed, the proprietur will be consi- 
dered an abeitter. ‘Tuis vill will doubtless be salu- 
lary in its effects. 


Onio.—The Legislature of this Stste was ad- 
journed on the 2610 ult., having held the longest 
session ever held under the State Constituuon. 
Among its acts deserving general notice ts the 
passage of a resolution tor submitting the ques- 
ion of a new Constitution to a vole of the 
people. 

‘Yhe Constitution of the State provides for its 
own amendment, as follows: 

1. Whenever two thirds of the General Assem- 
bly shall think it necessrry to amend of change 
ihe Cunstituuon, they shall recommend to the 
electors, at the next State election, tv vole for or 
against a Convention. 

li. The people are accordingly to vote at tLe 
next election. 
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Il]. If a majority shall vote for a Convention, 
the next Assembly shall call a Convention, to 
consist of as many members as there be in the 
General Assembly, to be chosen in the same 
manner, place, and by the same electors that 





choose the General Assembly. 


1V. The members so elected shall meet within 
three months after their election, for the purpose 
of revising, amending or changing the Constilu- 
tion. 

The place of meeting for the Convention is 
not named, neither is it requisite that the new or 
amended Constitution should be submitted for 
approval by the people. 


Kentucky.—The Convention to amend the 
Constitution of this State is appointed by law to 
meet on the first Monday of October next. ‘The 
canvass for delegates has already opened, and the 
papers are warmly discussing the various propo- 
sitions to be brought before it for consideration. 
Tne following notice of a convention canvass in 
Bourbon County taken from the Paris Citizen will 
serve to give a very fair vlew of the measures 
which will be introduced into and agitated by the 
Convention, viz :— 

Mr. Garret Davis, in his speech, avowed him- 
self in favor of— 

1. Biennial sessions of the Legislature, with 
the time of the session limited to forty days, un- 
less the time be extended by a vote ot two-thirds 
of the members. 

2. The Legislature should have no power to 
grant divorces, nor dv any private legislation 
within the jurisdiction of the courts. 

3. Judges to hold their offices for a limited 
term—say 7 or 8 years for circuit and 10 or 12 
years for appellate judges, to be appointed by the 
Governor, with the advice and consent of the Se 
nate. 

4. Clerks and sheriffs to be elected by the peo- 
ple—clevks for the same periods as judges, and 
sherilis for 3 or 4 years, and not to be eligible to 
a re-election, for one or two terms. 

5. The county court system to be abolished, 
and substitute im its place probate judges, to have 
jurisdiction in regard to the settlement of estates 
&c., and county commissioners to have the ma- 
nagement of other counly matters. 

6. No change as to the relation of master and | 
slave. 

7. Opposed to the ** open clause,” and in favor 
of a provision to allow the people to vote every 
ten years for calling a convention lo amend the 
Constitution. 

8. In favor of the law of 1333, but opposed to 
engralting it upon the Constitution. 

Major George W. Williams avowed himself 
in favor ol— 

1. A change of the 9th article of the Constitu- 
licn, so that when the Legislature should at two 
successive sessions adopt an amendment, by a 
majority of all the members elect, and the people 
at the two succeeding elections ratify 1, then 
such amendment should be engra(led upon the 
organic law. 

2. lo favor of biennial or even triennial ses- 
sions of the Legislature. 

3. The Legislature should have no power to 
grant divorces, or transact any private legislation, 
within the jurisdiction of tbe courts, and shail 
Le required to pass Jaws to provide against this 








‘mercantile houses in England, is £40,000—say 





evil. 
4. Fora limited tenure of judicial officers— | 


say circuit judges, 6, 7, to 8, Y, or 10 years, and) Ajpert woulu recross the Tessino, and that a bal- 


appellate to 10 years, a:d to be appoinied as un- 
der our present Constitution. 

7. For the election of every Executive minis- 
terial officer. Clerks to have a certificate trom 
the court of appeals, as now, belore they can 
hold the office, and sheriffs to be ineligibie, as 
Mr. Davis suggested, to a re-election. 

8. A change of the county court system, 

Y. Elections to be held in one day. 

10. Siavery to be left as it is, without any 
change in the relations of master and slave. 

11. in tavor of the law of 1833, as a statutory 
provision, bul opposed to engrailing it upon the 
Constitution, Dbeause it would be a wew issue be- 
jure the people, bul conlemplated by the conven- 


/with the intention ot giving battle to the Pied- 





tion party. 


12. ‘The submission of the new Constitution to | 


the people for their adoption. 
Emancipation. —A Convention of the friends of 
emancipation is called to meet at Frankiort on 


the 25th iust., and delegates are being appointed | 


irom maby Counties. 


AraBamMa.—Slale Debt.—The Florence (Ala.) | 
Gozelte, * aller much research and investigation, rumors of an approaching insurrection. 


ee .— — 


gives the following as the actual liabilities of 
Alabama: 


Amount in 1850 $1,113.000 00 





1852 300.000 00 
af 1858 1,043,555 54 
" 1863 3,475,000 00 
" 1865 959,000 00 
a 1866 2,317,000 00 
Total, $9,207,555 55 


From this it deducts, the vood assets of the 
bank, valued at $2,207,534—leaving a balance of 
$7,000,021 55. 

‘If the bonds (it says) can be purchased at 
fifty cents on the dollar, as has been supposed, 
the entire State debt can be paid with three mil- 
lions five hundred thousand dollars—not includ- 
ing, however, the University, sixteenth section 
fund and the present Bank circulation.” 

The interest on the State bonds, as above 
given, is payable at New York and London oa 
the following periods, annually : 


Amount due Ist January $71,513 90 


" " Ist April 3,000 00 
ss ws lst May 105,850 UU 
6 6 Ist June 85,780 00 
a sie Ist July 71,513 90 
i % Ist October 3 000 OU 
‘6 6 1st November 105 850 UU 
" 6 lst December 25,000 UU 





Total each year $471 507 380 
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The Steamship Herrmann arrived at New 
York on Friday last with three days later intel- 
ligence from Europe. The following is a synop- 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER. 


—~— ———_ _ ___ 





sis of her news: 


ENGLAND.—Gold from California.—The amount 
of gold received from California, by various 


$200,000. 

London, Monday, March 26.—Consols, for ac- 
count 91; to 913. English funds without change. 

France —Paris, Saturday evening, 24th.—The 
bill tor the suppression of tue Clubs was amended 
and ordered to a third reading in the National 
Assembly. 

The State trials at Bourges were losing inte- 
rest. 

The Archbishop of Paris has handed sixty thou- 
sand francs to the Pope’s Nuncio, being the first 





instalment of the collection made in the churches 
of Paris for his Holiness. 

A French expedition was ready to sail the mo- 
ment the Austrians shall set foot on the Pontifical 
Territory. It consists of 12 000 men. 

The French Bourse on Saturday was much 
crowded with persons discussing the merits of 
Lord Aberdeen’s Speech, on European affairs, in 
the House of Lords, which produced immense 
effect. 


Iraty.—The latest accounts from Turin state 
the Austrian corps had crossed the Tessino at Vi- 
gerano on the 2istof March, where they met with 
some resistance from the Piedmontese troops. 
Having afterwards received reinforcements, the 
Austrian General marched forward to Montara. 

It was supposed that in consequence, Charles 


; 
' 


tie would be fought on the plains of Verceil. 

The French Government had received a tele- 
graphic despatch, announcing that the Piedmon- 
lese army crossed the Tessino in three divisions 
on the night of the 20ih, commanded by the 
King. 

‘The Austrians are said to have evacuated Pa- 
via, and retired to Ludi, on the Adda, where 
Marshall Radeisky was concentrating his army, 


mountese, in hope that victory would open to him 
a road to Turin. 

lt defeated, Charles Albert will retire to Ge- 
noa. 

Cardinal Orsini died at Gaeta, and Cardinal 
Mezzolante at Rome. 

‘he principal jeaders of the ultra republicans | 





| have lett Rowe, and accepted missions abroad. | 


Currachio has proceeded to ‘Tuscany, uuder | 
pretext of fraternizing with the Tuscans. 

The greatest anarchy prevailed at Rome, and_ 
_ the peopie regretted the government ol Sterbon. | 


Spain.— Madrid journals of the 18th, contain | 
Tran- 


quillity at the capital, however, had not been dis 
turbed. Preparations were being made {or vs. 
expedition to Italy. Measures were in progres 
to strengthen the garrison at Madrid. 


Russia.— Letters from the Russian frontier dis 
tricts, of the 16th, state that the Russian troop, 
that were near Maidenburg have marched to (,, 
lish. Warsaw was full of soldiers. Many regi. 
ments were forced to bivouack in the streets of 
that town. 






Orenine or Canais.—The Pittsburg Gazette o 
April 4, announces the arrival on the day befor 
of two boats from Cleveland—being the first o 
the season. The Erie extension is also opey 
and boats are clearing daily for Erie and Cleyg. 
land. The first arrival at Cleveland was on {hy 
morning of the 6th inst. 


Fremont Expepition..—The disastrous 4p. 
counts of this expedition, which have recently 
been the subject of so much solicitude to nume. 
rous friends of this party, have been for the mox 
ten, among whom are King, Proux, Dr. Rohrer, 
The sufferings of the party were intense, ani 
part confirmed. The number of persons lost wa; 
Colonel Fremont all must have perished. The 
but for the extraordinary and timely exertions of 
remnant of the party returned to Santa Fe, re- 
fitted, and pursued their journey by the route of 
Colonel Cook. 


iC > Senator Foote, of Mississippi, publishes 
a card in the National Intelligencer, making 


/some corrections in the report of his speech de- 


livered on the night of the 3d of March, in which 
he remarks that he is authorized to say that had 
the Senate passed the Civil and Diplomatic Ap. 
propriation bill with the House amendment, (or- 
ganizing California as free Territory,) the said 
Appropriation Bill would have been lo-t, as Pre- 
sident Polk had already in part prepared his veto in 
anticipation of such a result. 


Centrat Rattway, Micurgan.—This railway 


-extending from Detroit to Lake Michigan, hav- 


ing been completed, arrangements have been 
made by which passengers will be taken from 
Chicago to Butfalo in from 30 te 45 hours, and to 
New York in from 55 to 70 hours. 


InsuRRECcTION 1N St. Lucia, West InpiEs, oF 
THE Biack PoruLtation —The British Steamer 
Thames from Havana, at Mobile direct, brings 
intelligence of a negro insurrection at St. Lucis, 
W. 1., on the 14th ult., which was directed 
against the whites. The authorities were com- 
pelled to send to Barbadoes for assistance. ‘Iwo 
hundred British soldiers were despatched to Si. 
Lucia, who fired upon the rioters, killing and 
wounding many, which effectually quelled the 


| outbreak. 


Cuarter Exection: New Yorx.—Caleb 5. 
Woodhull (Whig) has been elected Mayor of the 
City of New York, by a majority of 4358 over 
Myndert Van Schaick (Demvucrat). ‘Tne Whigs 
have also electéd three judges of the Supreme 
Court, and two of the Marime Court; and twenty: 
six of the thirty-six members of the Commoi 
Council. 

The new Charter has been adupted by a large 
majority. Messrs. Join Duer, Win. W. Camp- 
beil, and J. L. Mason have beep chosen Justices 
of the Supreme Court, and Messrs. Edward E. 
Cowles and James Lynch, Justices of the Mariue 
Court. 
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